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Saturday 20 January 2024 was a day of great joy for the Province of Ecuador, on the
occasion of the priestly ordination of Deacon José Luis Coray Tomalo, C.M., by Mgr
Danilo Echeverría Verdesoto, auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Quito. The
celebration took place in the Parish "Señor de la Misericordia", in the presence of the
Visitors of the provinces of Ecuador and Peru, priests of the congregation, members
of the Vincentian Family and faithful of the parish. 
Danilo Echeverría, in his homily, encouraged Fr. José Luis to transmit the Word of
God with joy, to always keep in mind Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who did not come to
be served but to serve, and to bear witness to faithful love. He also exhorted him not
to cease to be a witness of hope and to have the Virgin Mary as his companion on the
way.

P R I E S T L Y  O R D I N A T I O N  O F
M I S S I O N A R Y  J O S É  L U I S
C O R A Y  T O M A L O ,  C . M .



O R D E N A C I Ó N  S A C E R D O T A L
D E L  M I S I O N E R O  J O S É  L U I S

C O R A Y  T O M A L O ,  C . M .At the end, Fr. José Luis thanked God for the gift of priestly ministry and all the
people who have accompanied his vocational journey and asked that they always
pray for him in their prayers. Max Reyes Sanchez, thanked all those present,
especially the Province of Peru for having welcomed Fr. José Luis in his formation
and the family of the new priest for their generosity in giving their son to the mission. 
On Sunday 21 January he celebrated his first Mass in the same parish in the presence
of friends, family and faithful of the people of God.
We thank God for the vocation of Fr. José Luis and continue to pray that God will
bless the Congregation with more workers for the mission.

Directorate of Communications
Province of Ecuador





In 2024, the Congregation of the Mission approaches the jubilee of the 400th

anniversary of its foundation with a sense of deep contemplation and sacred

expectation. This milestone is not just an historic moment, but a pilgrimage of

the soul spanning centuries of faith and service. The celebration of 25 January

2024 marks the last breath before the dawn of a jubilee year that, from 25

January 2025 to 25 January 2026, invites every beating heart of the Vincentian

Family to join in global communion, celebrating the immortal legacy and values

imprinted by St Vincent de Paul.

A  J O U R N E Y  O F  F A I T H
O N  T H E  4 0 0 T H

A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H E
C O N G R E G A T I O N  O F

T H E  M I S S I O N



This sacred period is an invitation to immerse oneself in the purifying waters of the deep

spirituality and original mission of the Congregation, illuminating the timeless message of

St. Vincent. The 400th anniversary is a gateway to a dimension of reflection and spiritual

renewal, exhorting each soul to incarnate with renewed fervour the values of service,

charity and humility.

The Jubilee logo, reflecting the identity and mission of the Congregation, emerges as a

sacred seal, evoking unity and tracing a path of meditation and action. It is a call to

celebrate, to strengthen the spirit of community that finds inspiration in the example of St.

Vincent de Paul, spreading his message of love and service through concrete, everyday

gestures. The logo we have created is a powerful symbol that invites reflection, prayer and

action, and represents better than anyone else our goal: to put on the spirit of Christ!

In addition, the 400th anniversary celebration emphasises the revitalisation of the three

sacred dimensions of Vincentian spirituality:

The spirituality of service: This dimension invites us to follow in the footsteps of Christ by

serving the poor with humility and dedication, recognising in them the very face of Christ.

The spirituality of communion: It encourages us to live a community life, woven with

threads of love and mutual support, strengthening the bond between the members of the

Congregation and with the universal Church.

The spirituality of the apostolate: motivates us to spread the message of the Gospel by

word and deed, bringing the Good News to the poor and the marginalised of society.

At the heart of this anniversary resounds an invitation to rekindle the spirit, to rediscover

the transforming power of charity, making the 400th anniversary not just a time of

celebration, but the dawn of a new beginning, a journey of shared faith, hope and love.

As we approach this sacred moment, a new page opens not only in the book of

our history, but also in the way we weave our community on the digital continent.

Our Facebook presence, Jubileum400CM, becomes a virtual altar where we can

share, connect and inspire. We invite every confrere and every Vincentian to follow

this page, to weave together a network of experiences and reflections, actively

participating in the initiatives proposed to radiate the light of Vincentian charity in

the world.



F R .  N É L I O  P I T A  C M
A S S I S T A N T  G E N E R A L

V I S I T S  T H E  
V I C E - P R O V I N C E  O F

C O S T A  R I C A  



With a look full of enthusiasm and hope for the future of the small Vice-
Province of Costa Rica, on 11 December we began a day of visits to our
Vice-Province of Costa Rica by Fr Nélio Pereira, CM who is General
Assistant to Fr Tomaž Mavrič, CM Superior General of the Congregation
of the Mission. Nélio shared this first day with the formation community
of St. Vincent de Paul Seminary in an atmosphere of dialogue and
closeness between seminarians and missionary formators. He also
visited the community of Bajo Zamora, in Purral de Guadalupe, where
the Casita de Misión is located, a centre of apostolate of our formation
house and Vincentian laity.



During the second day of the visit of Fr. Nélio Pereira, CM, a meeting was
held with the administrative and economic team of the Seminary College
where they discussed the improvements in infrastructure, academic
offerings and the sports program of the institution, as well as the challenges
and future projects of this educational centre that has 130 years of history in
Costa Rica. In addition, during the afternoon, a visit was made to the Casa la
Milagrosa of the Company of the Daughters of Charity in Alajuelita, in San
José Costa Rica, where Fr. Nélio presided the Holy Eucharist, and then shared
in an atmosphere of familiarity and dialogue with our sisters the Daughters
of Charity, as if they were old acquaintances.
Nélio Pereira, CM presented in greater detail the projects of the
Congregation of the Mission in Costa Rica as part of the process of
consolidation of our works and apostolates.
In addition, last Thursday, December 14, the First Meeting of Seminarians of
Costa Rica-Mexico-Panama was held at the San Vicente de Paul Seminary,
San José, Costa Rica. Daniel Blanco, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of
San José, who presided the prayer of Lauds and the Holy Eucharist. Nélio
Pereira CM, confreres of the Vice-Province, representatives of the Board of
Directors of AIC and people affiliated to the Congregation of the Mission.



As part of the agenda of visits, the Assistant General visited
the missionary work of Talamanca in the indigenous area
of Costa Rica, where there is a local community made up
of two confreres and a student admitted to the CM. During
this visit, Fr. Nélio Pereira CM presided the sending Mass
for the Costa Rican, Panamanian and Mexican seminarians,
as well as for the group of young missionaries who
accompanied this year's Advent Mission, animating
fourteen indigenous communities with the traditional
Christmas "posadas". The mission began on 15 December
and ended on Friday 23 December with the celebration of
the Eucharist of thanksgiving for the experience of faith.
The last of Fr. Nélio Pereira CM's visits was to the local
community in the Parish of San Judas Tadeo de Chomes in
the Diocese of Puntarenas, a coastal area bathed by the
waters of the Pacific Ocean, where many of its inhabitants
are engaged in artisanal fishing in the Gulf of Nicoya, but
at the same time an area marked by unemployment. In
this mission community the Assistant General held
interviews where the confreres expressed some of the
needs and social realities that affect the community.
It is worth noting that this meeting with Fr. Nélio Periera
CM in the framework of the Advent Mission and the
Meeting of Seminarians of the Provinces of Costa Rica-
Mexico-Panama has enriched the dynamics of the life of
the Vice-Province in many of its dimensions, from the
administrative-organisational to the community life, the
apostolate of the mission and the raison d'être of our
vocation, the following of Jesus Christ, Evangeliser of the
poor, which is the common factor that unites us all,
confreres, seminarians and lay Vincentians in the same
feeling and which makes us definitely see ourselves as the
family of Christ and St. Vincent de Paul.

Written by: 
Deacon Luis R. SUÁREZ CORDERO, CM; 
In charge of the Communications Office Vice-Province
of Costa Rica



J Á N  H A V L Í K  -
M A R T Y R  B E C A U S E
H E  W A S  A  H E R O I C
W I T N E S S  T O  T H E

F A I T H

On 30 March 2023, nine theologian consultors of the Dicastery for the
Causes of Saints cast a positive and unanimous vote on the martyrdom
of the Servant of God Ján Havlík. After this initial approval came the
next step, the convocation of the Ordinary Session of the Dicastery,
held in recent days, during which all the cardinals and bishops
members of the Dicastery were called upon to express their opinion on
the Cause of the Servant of God and its importance for the whole
Church.  
On 14 December 2023, the Prefect of the Dicastery for the Causes of
Saints, Card. Marcello Semeraro, submitted the conclusions of the
Ordinary Session for the approval of the Supreme Pontiff. The Holy
Father definitively confirmed the opinion of the Session and ordered
the Dicastery to promulgate the Decree on the martyrdom of the
Servant of God Ján Havlík. From this moment on, with the approval of
his martyrdom, we can call him by the title of "Venerable Servant of
God".



Ján Havlík, a student of the seminary of the Congregation of the
Mission, occupies a special place among those who bore heroic
witness to their faith in the not so distant times of the communist
dictatorship in Slovakia. As a novice and seminarian of the
Congregation of the Mission, he always had a great desire and a strong
will to study and become a priest. In May 1950, the communists
intensified their persecution of the Church and, after closing the
novitiate, transferred the novices for political indoctrination and
invited them to work for the state. 
Ján Havlík continued his training for the priesthood clandestinely
under the guidance of the superiors of the Congregation of the
Mission. Discovered by the communists, they were all arrested. The
new Venerable was sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment, which was
later reduced to 10 years on the false charge of high treason. With
great courage, he admitted that he had carried out evangelistic
activities among his fellow prisoners: this earned him a further
stiffening of the sentence and an additional year of imprisonment.
Nevertheless, he remained steadfast in his vocation and remained
faithful until death, even at the cost of eleven years in prison. A great
testimony to the vow of stability in the priestly and missionary
vocation in the Congregation of the Mission.  It has been shown that
the harsh living conditions and hard labour contributed to a steady
deterioration of his health, which led to severe heart failure, without
adequate care. His health also progressively deteriorated due to the
administration of drugs by his jailers. He was released on 29 October
1962, having served his entire sentence and by then reduced to death.
He died on 27 December 1965 in Skalica (Slovakia), three years after his
release, as a result of physical and mental ill-treatment during his
imprisonment. The Diocesan Historical Commission of Inquiry into his
martyrdom proved beyond doubt the direct link between the
sufferings he endured and his death: he died as a martyr for the faith.



Ján Havlík is an extraordinary example not only
for the Slovak Church, but for all Catholics,
indeed for all Christians and for those who
defend human dignity, especially freedom of
conscience. His example is a call to witness for
those who believe and out of false human
respect hide in invisibility.        
As we await the date of the beatification of the
Venerable Servant of God Ján Havlík, we ask
for his intercession to obtain from the Lord the
graces we desire:

"Heavenly Father, in your immense goodness,
you offer us the way of salvation through
service to others. In the times that your
providence has ordained, you have called
willing people and sent them on the way of
love to proclaim the Gospel. Your servant Jan
Havlik also clearly heard your voice and sowed
in his heart the seed of love which, following
the example of Christ, blossomed into self-
denial, firm faith and immense devotion. We
ask for the gift to glorify him in heaven so that
he may become a great and holy model for
the people of all present and future
generations. From his simple but spiritually
rich and heroically imbued life, may we better
perceive your great love for us and, through
his intercession, may we be able to offer our
lives to you each day. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Fr. Serhiy Pavlish, C.M.
Postulator General



“ G I V E  M E  5 ”

“Give me 5” is a series by the Vincentians
of the Eastern Province, USA, and
appears in its newsletter. Five random
questions are posed to an Eastern
Province Priest, Brother, or Seminarian. 

Fr. Joseph Ita-Sam, CM, serves the Germantown neighborhood in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at Saint Vincent de Paul Church. The
community is diverse in every sense.

Born in Nigeria, his journey as a Vincentian has taken him far. In
addition to being a Vincentian, he’s a therapist, holding a master’s
degree in Marriage and Family Therapy from La Salle University. He’s
worked at Saint Vincent’s, located just to the Southwest of the
university, since 2018.

Let’s learn a little about his experiences with these five questions:



1.
What can you say about the people you serve in your community in
the Germantown neighborhood of Philadelphia?

“We have the black, white, Latino, and other populations. So it's diverse
in culture but also in ideology in the sense that the people we serve,
they are people from different backgrounds and different
understandings,” Fr. Joseph said. “Sometimes, it makes the work a
little bit complex, but it's very good because it opens the mind for
every other possibility and learning.”

“Though, you can never say that you totally understand other people’s
culture. So, I tried to see how much I could step in and not allow
[differences in] culture to be a barrier for my service to them.”

2.
What would you say is your community’s greatest need?

“In looking at Germantown as a whole, it’s not about what people
could get because we have a lot of resources, but we need personnel
that can send those resources out to people so that they can be able
to benefit from those resources.”

3.
What inspired you to become a Vincentian?

“When I finished high school, I was into music and I was working with
a music team at one of the Vincentian Retreats in Lagos in 2002. So I
learned a great deal about them from being with that music team. I
got to know the Vincentians and see the good works their priests did
in Lagos: to go out, see the poor, give food.”

“The work they did inspired me a lot and I said to myself, ‘Oh, this is
what you can do to make a contribution to humanity.”

“The Vincentians, are not a loud kind of people. They are just on the
ground and they are doing good jobs.”



4.
With 400 years of Vincentian Brothers and Priests approaching, is it
possible to put your contributions into that perspective?

“In my own little capacity, I see some of the things we do as seeds
being planted. And definitely, I pray they’re going to grow. I may not
be here to see it grow or see it mature.”

“Some of our brothers whose seeds were planted 400 years ago, it is
something we are reaping today. So I just look for the little effort we
do manifests.” 

5.
You have a healthy social media following. What would you say to a
Priest, Brother, Sister, or average person who wants to build a
presence?

“Everyone that wants to begin, please start. Just begin,” Fr. Ita-Sam
said. You do not need to get the best video camera and the best
editing machine. No. Just begin.”

“There is no perfect video out there. Don’t think, ‘This has to be the
best.’ The best video out there is the one that makes an impact on
someone’s life.”

“What is most important is we use social media in a proper way to
make meaning to others and not to be destructive.”





F R .  S E R H I Y  P A V L I S H ,  C . M .
G E N E R A L  P O S T U L A T O R



Dear Brothers and Sisters 

On the occasion of the 400th anniversary of the gift
of the charism of the Vincentian Family in St. Peter's
Square, Pope Francis told us "...I would like to come
to you with a few words of gratitude and
encouragement and to emphasize the value and
timeliness of St. Vincent de Paul. He lived always on a
journey, open to the search for God and for
himself...Inflamed by the desire to make Jesus known
to the poor, he dedicated himself intensely to
proclamation, especially through the popular
missions, and taking special care of the formation of
priests...he cared for the most needy by living in
communion and joyfully making his goods available,
with the certainty that Jesus and the poor are the
precious treasure, and that, as he liked to repeat,
'when you go to the poor you meet Jesus'..." 
The synthesis of the Vincentian charism elaborated
by the Pontiff challenges the sons of St. Vincent de
Paul living in the third millennium: how to incarnate
this charism in the present time of history?
Undoubtedly, the times are changing, society, the
way of life, the way of thinking are changing. Does
this mean that the Congregation of the Mission must
also change? I think that this conclusion is not
acceptable. The necessary perspective is that of a
proper "adaptive renewal", not merely "change".
Indeed, the process of renewal, of adaptation to a
temporary situation includes a certain continuity;
this is not always the case in the process of change. 
I am convinced that the Saints and Blesseds of the
Vincentian Family show in the most beautiful way
the example of that "renewal". Their witness shows
that it is possible to live our charism "in fullness" even
today. In the right way and at the right time: also
today. To continue to present to the veneration of all
God's holy people the eminent figures of holiness
who come from our Family, who have radically lived
the beatitude of the Gospel, serving the poor Lords,
as our Founder often called them.



In the Congregation of the Mission, the office of
Procurator General has existed since 1843, created at the
express request of the Pontiff. From the time of the
foundation, there was a representative of the Superior
General, from the 18th century onwards often called
Procurator in the Curia, to distinguish him from the
Procurator in Paris who was the Econome General. 
Until the end of the 19th century, the Congregation did
not have a Postulator General for the Causes of Saints. In
fact, apart from the cause of beatification and
canonisation of the Founder - which was taken care of by
Couty, Vieillescases, Cossart - the Congregation of the
Mission did not wish to initiate other causes of
canonisation. 
Gradually, the appointment of Procurator General also
brought with it - sometimes implicitly, then more and
more explicitly - that of Postulator General for the Causes
of Saints. 
One wonders what were the motivations behind this
reluctance - almost a disguised hostility - to proceed with
the evaluation and presentation of the many outstanding
figures who have borne witness in the Congregation of
the Mission; and what were the causes that finally
unblocked this situation. The Society had no intention of
encouraging the processes of beatification and
canonisation of its members, in order to preserve the
spirit of humility that the whole Congregation should
pursue. This mentality, despite the very partial
interpretation of the spirit of humility of the
Congregation of the Mission, spread everywhere and for a
long time. It was only in 1931 that the question raised in
1834 about the possibility of initiating causes of
beatification and canonisation was taken up again and, in
the light of the signs of the times, made it possible to
overcome the aforementioned provision, which was to be
considered out of date. The new orientation was
presented in the circular letter of the Postulator General
Francis Verdier, dated 1 January 1931. 



THE TASKS OF THE POSTULATOR

The postulators, by their work, have the task of contributing to making the
example of the baptised who have lived and given witness to evangelical
radicalism shine forth. Therefore, in their service they are called to be, as Pope
Francis says: "...ever more aware that their function requires an attitude of
service to the truth and cooperation with the Holy See...flee from anything that
is in contradiction with the meaning of the ecclesial work they carry out...".
...that the Postulators never cease to be aware that the Causes of beatification
and canonisation are realities of a spiritual character; not only procedural, but
spiritual...and must therefore be treated with a marked evangelical sensitivity
and moral rigour...". 
Therefore, the service of the Postulator is central to the whole process of
beatification and canonisation, we could say that he is its soul. His function is
threefold: procedural, economic-administrative and liturgical. But I would say
that the Postulator's main task is, therefore, first and foremost the search for
the truth, conscientiously and honestly, without omitting anything that might
relate in any way to the cause, in the conviction that the success of the process
depends to a large extent on having been properly instructed. Indeed, the
interest of the Church and of the Postulator himself is to proclaim the holiness
of those who enjoy God's vision and deserve to be proposed as models and
intercessors. This quest involves getting at the truth about the life, the virtues,
the offering of one's life or martyrdom, and the reputation for holiness and
favour of the servant of God, leaving no aspect in the shadows. 
To carry out this task well, I ask for the collaboration of all the members of the
Vincentian Family. In this way we can ensure that "Vincentian holiness" has the
opportunity to shine more effectively in this world. 
I send you my warmest greetings, 

P. Serhiy Pavlish, C.M.
Postulator General

POSTULATOR GENERAL 
(Congregation of the Mission)
e-mail: postgen@cmglobal.org 



L E T T E R  T O  
F R .  J O R G E  R O D R Í G U E Z ,  C M



Dear Jorge 

In the Ecclesiasticus it is written 'he who finds a friend finds a treasure' well, for
me (for us) you have been a friend, a brother, a counsellor, you made us happy
with your smile and your innate joy, when you were there everything seemed
more beautiful.
I remember the first celebrations, we were all young and inexperienced, we
got confused and made mistakes but you never scolded us, you knew how to
see the beauty in everything. So many afternoons talking, eating, laughing .....
one night we even took you out Latin dancing and you got a good scolding
because of us but you never made us feel at fault with you, on the contrary
you helped us to grow and to look for God in everything.
Your love for life and family gave me security, you helped me to be first a
daughter, then a wife and finally a mother.
I would have liked you to stay with us always but to love you was to leave you
free to follow your heart so you started your mission as an itinerant to help
others and when you came back you always told us how happy you were to
give yourself to others.
Every time I saw you again you brought the sunshine and if I was in darkness
you managed with a word to give me back the courage and the right push to
start again, I saw in your eyes the strength of the Holy Spirit urging me not to
sit on the ground but to get up, like when I lost my mother or could not cope
with the children, and even when I was in danger of losing faith you were
there, always coming back at the right time like a guardian angel.



You know, my brother, there was a time when I didn't think that we
would be separated so soon, that my life and yours would travel
parallel paths in search of Christ in everything and everyone, although
far away you were always with me.
That call was a sword that pierced my heart, a very strong pain, I had
not even wished you a Happy New Year but I was sure that one day
you would surprise me, as you always did, to come back to celebrate it
with us and to be able to embrace you again.
I would have told you that we were going through a difficult time, that
suffering was distancing me from my brothers, and I knew that you
would help me and once again like an angel you came to my rescue.
St. Paul says that "none of us lives to himself and none of us dies to
himself" and you have shown us that.
I have read that friendship is not lost, it is a spirit that cannot be
erased, that remains as an enrichment, that settles in the most
intimate part of our being and comforts us, that endures in memories
and emotions. 
Jorge I have lost you momentarily like all the dear people I will meet
again in Eternal Life, but the momentary will last even throughout my
earthly life. 
Farewell my brother

Silvia
Community of the Parish of St. Mary Immaculate and St. Vincent de
Paul - Tor Sapienza - Italy



T H E  I N A U G U R A T I O N  O F
4 T H  C E N T E N A R Y  I N

S O U T H  I N D I A N
P R O V I N C E ,  M Y S O R E



The Southern Indian Province (SIP) inaugurated the 4th centenary of
the Foundation of the Congregation of the Mission (CM) on January 25,
2024, in the presence of a large number of Confreres and Vincentian
family members. Two days of workshops to revitalise our Vincentian
identity and Charism facilitated a conducive atmosphere for the
inauguration of the 4th Centenary celebrations.
The first day of the workshop began with the Eucharistic celebration
led by Rev. Fr. Anil Thomas CM, the Visitor of SIP, in which he exhorted
the Confreres to transform these privileged moments into special
moments of encounter with the Lord, a fountain of abundant
blessings, and a source of innumerable graces for personal
transformation and rededication in their Vincentian ministerial
commitments. The workshop began with the sharing of Fr. Basil
Thottamkara CM, a pioneering missionary in north-east India. He
emphasised the necessity of deepening our love for the Word of God
and the Holy Eucharist for an effective Vincentian missionary life. He
said, “I faced enormous challenges in the mission, especially under
insurgency, but what kept me going was my trust in the providence of
God and His protection”. Rt. Rev. Bishop Varghese Thottamkara CM,
the Bishop of Balasore, expounded on the motto CM “Evangelizare
pauperibus misit me” in the light of three decades of Vincentian
missionary experience in Ethiopia and India as a Vincentian Priest and
Bishop. He exhorted the confreres to embrace the missionary
mandate wholeheartedly and explore the joy of involving themselves
in direct evangelization ministries on our land and aboard. The day was
concluded with various relaxing activities like a cricket match,
Vincentian Quiz, basketball match, swimming and a fire camp with
delicious dinner to strengthen the bonding among the Confreres.



Fr. Paul Pudussery CSC, an educationist,
researcher, and lawyer, guided the Confreres
through the second-day workshop. He invited the
participants to be alert and watchful of the socio-
political scenario of the country and be
adequately prepared to face the challenging
times ahead. He cautioned us about the risks of
being naïve in handling personal data and
ministerial responsibilities. He encouraged us to
be sufficiently informed about the emerging
socio-political developments and be prepared for
a diversification of ministries.
On January 25, 2024, the inauguration of the 4th
centenary of the foundation of CM was coupled
with Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
Consecrated Life Rev.Bro. George
Menappattupadical CM and the Sacerdotal
Golden Jubilee Rev.Fr. Basil Thottamkara CM. His
Excellency Rt.Rev.Dr. Varghese Thottamkara, CM,
presided over the concelebrated Eucharist and
unveiled the 4th centenary emblem. Through his
homily, he exhorted the Confreres to revitalise our
Vincentian identity and spirituality because, as
Vincentians, through the instrumentality of St.
Vincent, our Holy Founder, we are gifted with a
unique Charism. The unique contribution of
Vincentian spirituality and Vincentian Charism
has immensely enriched the ecclesial life down
through the last four centuries and can do the
same today as well. The Golden Jubilarians were
felicitated for the invaluable contributions to the
‘little Company’ and the church at large. The
celebration was also marked by the release of two
books on St. Vincent de Paul. 

Fr.Sebastian Vettickal C.M.
South Indian Province 
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