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Editorial

“I pray that this significant anniversary may be
an occasion of great joy and renewed fidelity
to the concept of missionary discipleship,
founded on the imitation of Christ’s
preferential love for the poor.” Pope Francis
wrote this in his message addressed to the
Superior General of the Congregation of the
Mission, Father Tomaž Mavrič.
After retracing the early steps of the
Congregation of the Mission and emphasizing
its growth today, Pope Francis reflects on the
spiritual legacy, apostolic zeal, and pastoral
care that Saint Vincent de Paul has
transmitted to the universal Church.
The Pope expresses his hope that the key
aspects of the saint’s action may emerge so
that today, as in the past, young people may
benefit from it: “I hope that the celebrations of
the fourth centenary will highlight the
importance of Saint Vincent’s conception of
service to Christ in the poor for the renewal of
the Church in our time, in missionary
discipleship, and in assisting the needy and
the abandoned in the many peripheries of our
world, on the margins of a superficial and
disposable culture. I am convinced that Saint
Vincent’s example can particularly inspire
young people, who, with their enthusiasm,
generosity, and concern for building a better
world, are called to be bold and courageous
witnesses of the Gospel among their peers
and wherever they may be.”

On January 25, the anniversary of the event
that inspired the foundation of the
Congregation of the Mission, missionaries and
the great Vincentian Family Movement
around the world gathered to celebrate and
praise the Lord for what He has accomplished
in and through the Little Company.
I present the new graphic design of Nuntia,
featuring the colors of our jubilee. This issue
collects news sent by the Provinces to our
editorial team. Through our social media as
well, we have witnessed the creativity and
imagination with which we have embarked
on the journey that will lead us to Paris from
April 27 to May 1, 2025.
We heed Pope Francis’ call: “I pray that,
inspired by their Founder, they may continue
to shape their lives and work according to the
exhortation to humility and apostolic zeal that
he addressed to the first members of the
Congregation: ‘Courage then, brothers, let us
dedicate ourselves with renewed love to the
service of the poor; indeed, let us seek out the
most destitute and abandoned. Let us
acknowledge before God that they are our
lords and masters, and that we are not worthy
to offer them our humble services.’”

For a Renewed Fidelity

Fr. Salvatore Farì CM



Three churches on the left
bank of the Seine

My dear friends, we continue our Vincentian virtual
tour of Paris. This city is welcoming to its
surroundings, as it has moderate heights, meaning
there are hardly any tall buildings that disrupt the
view. Let's go to the first church.

SAINT NICHOLAS OF CHARDONNET, 23 rue des
Bernardins, 75005 Paris.
Built in the 13th century, the church takes its name
from an area covered with thistles (chardonnet), a
sign of health. The church was rebuilt in the 17th and
18th centuries. Its bell tower dates from 1625. The
façade is much more modern, from 1934.
Unfortunately, this church has been in the hands of
the Lefebvrist clergy since 1977. The occupation was
illegal, but they managed to settle and still maintain
their presence there. This notorious group has its
only parish in Paris.

THE VINCENTIAN CONNECTION
Francis de Sales preached here several times. This
was Saint Vincent’s parish from 1625 to 1632 and
Saint Louise’s from 1626 to 1636. It was in this
parish that Louise de Marillac first visited a Charity
Confraternity, the second such confraternity
established in the city. Let us remember that Saint
Louise had a second house on Rue des Versatiles
from 1632 to 1636. It is interesting to know that in
this parish, on November 29, 1633, she gathered the
first four or five young peasant women with whom
she founded the Daughters of Charity. The formative
talks that St. Vincent gave to the first Daughters of
Charity were held in one of the parish halls.

Here, Saint Vincent de Paul celebrated Mass
and gave communion to Louise de Marillac and
the first Daughters of Charity several times.
Marguerite Naseau also worked here. The
Ladies of Charity of this parish took care of the
galley prisoners in the nearby La Tournelle
prison. 
Vincent de Paul highly valued the parish priest,
Adrien Bourdoise (1584-1665), who was his
friend. This good priest founded a community,
the Nicolaites. Since 1631, they have been
directing the seminary of Saint Nicholas of
Chardonnet. Bourdoise is buried under the
choir. A side chapel is dedicated to Saint
Vincent. A plaque commemorates his work.
The chapel also features a statue of Saint
Vincent by Stouf, a replica of another in the
Church of Saint Thomas Aquinas in Paris.

Let’s move on to the second church!

SAINT JULIAN THE POOR, 1 rue Saint Julien
Le Pauvre, Paris 5.
Before entering the church, let's stop by Place
René Viviani. Observe the unique Saint Julien
Le Pauvre Fountain. Just a few meters away
stands the oldest tree in Paris, planted in 1602,
making it 420 years old. It is a robinia or false
acacia. A few more steps, and we reach the
small church.



What to see? 
The church of Saint Julian the Poor is one of the
oldest in Paris, dating back to around 1170. Since
1889, it has been the parish church of the Greek-
Melkite Catholic Church. It is dedicated to Saint
Julian, Bishop of Le Mans, known for his great
charity. We can enter the church, which, although
Catholic, has a different liturgical arrangement.
The Vincentian connection. The church was
entrusted to the Paris Hospital (Hôtel-Dieu) in 1655.
Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac, the Ladies of
Charity, and several Daughters of Charity frequently
prayed here. They prayed to God before going to
serve the poor in the hospital or the prison.
Moreover, Saint Vincent presented Saint Julian as an
example of forgiveness and generosity.
Let’s go to the third church, which is very close!

SAINT SEVERIN, 2 Rue des Prêtres Saint-Séverin,
75005 Paris.
Let’s enter this Gothic church dating from the 13th-
14th centuries. It has magnificent stained-glass
windows and columns. I particularly like the palm-
shaped columns. The central nave is noticeably
higher than the rest.
The Vincentian connection. According to tradition,
Vincent de Paul found an abandoned child on Rue
Hachette, in the heart of the Latin Quarter. He took
the child to be baptized at Saint Severin Church and
later entrusted his care to the Daughters of Charity,
initiating what we would call the "Night of Charity." I
am convinced that he rescued several abandoned
children throughout his life. Saint Vincent also
preached in this church several times. At that time,
the parish had a Charity Confraternity. The
Daughters of Charity also worked here.

What to see? 
A side chapel is dedicated to the saint. Don’t
miss the stained-glass windows! Several depict
scenes from Saint Vincent’s life: in one, he is
with the sisters caring for the poor of all ages.
Another window shows him assisting King
Louis XIII on his deathbed. The other two
windows show him caring for abandoned
children and baptizing one of them.

Exiting through the main door, turn right. At
the corner of Rue Parcheminerie and Rue
Bouterie, you’ll find the Public Assistance
office. This organization is inspired by Vincent
de Paul. A statue of the saint holding an
abandoned child adorns the building’s corner. It
was erected in 1861. Some say the face is not
very accurate. When I look in the mirror, I see
worse things…

Well, my friends, we have briefly visited three
churches that prepare us for the celebration of
the 400th anniversary of the foundation of the
Congregation of the Mission, reminding us of
the need to pray, to be formed, and to serve
the poor, emphasizing prisoners, abandoned
children, and the sick. Assuming a prophetic
role to break social prejudices.

See you next month!

Fr. Andrés Motto, CM



Visit of Fr. Tomaž Mavrič CM

Overview
This report summarizes the significant events and
activities during the visit of  Fr. Tomaž Mavrič CM to
Ethiopia from January 17 to January 29, 2025. This
visit marks the first time since 2011 that an acting
Superior General has visited Ethiopia, with the first
visit by Fr. William Slatter occurring in 1958. Fr.
Tomaž Mavrič journey focused on strengthening
community ties, supporting ongoing missions, and
fostering spiritual growth within the Vincentian
family.

Day 1: January 17, 2025 - Arrival in Addis Ababa
Arrival: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič arrived at Addis Ababa
International Airport at 6:40 AM, welcomed by a
delegation including local clergy and members of
the Daughters of Charity.
Welcoming Ceremony: He was escorted to the
Addis Ababa Lazarist House, greeted by
confreres and students from the Lazarist school,
celebrating its upcoming 100th anniversary.
Morning Activities: After breakfast, he visited the
provincial office to discuss the beatification
process of Blessed Gebremichael and the
formation ministry.
Evening Eucharist: A Eucharistic celebration was
held at 6 PM, emphasizing the importance of
Vincentian spirituality and a potential new
mission in South Sudan.

Day 2: January 18, 2025 - Visit to Mekelle
Travel: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič flew to Mekelle,
Tigray, where he was warmly welcomed by
local community members.
Prayer for Mission: He prayed for the
victims of the recent conflict at the St.
Justin de Jacobis residence.
Lunch with Community: He shared a meal
with the Daughters of Charity and local
clergy, discussing the challenges faced by
the region.
Holy Mass: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič celebrated
Mass, encouraging all to anchor their
mission in St. Vincent’s spirituality.

Day 3: January 19, 2025 - Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord

Morning Journey to Adigrat: Fr. Tomaž
Mavrič visited Gola’a, the first church built
by St. Justin de Jacobis, and presided over
a Eucharistic celebration.
Bishop Meeting: He met with H.E. Bishop
Tesfaselassie Medhin, discussing the needs
of the diocese.
Return to Mekelle: The day concluded with
a supper invitation from the Daughters of
Charity, fostering fellowship.

Ethiopia Province
January 17 - 29, 2025



Day 4: January 20, 2025 - Visit to Tigray
Morning Meditation: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič began the
day with prayer, focusing on the community's
intentions.
Visit to IDP Center: He visited the Maywayni IDP
center, where he met with displaced individuals
and learned about their struggles.
School Visit: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič toured Abba
Gebremichael Catholic School, interacting with
students and staff, and acknowledging their
dedication despite challenges.

Day 5: January 21, 2025 - Jimma-Bonga Area
Transportation: Fr. Mekonnen drove Fr. Tomaž
Mavrič to Abba Jifar Airport, where he met
Bishop Markos Gebremedhin.
Reception: Welcomed by local clergy and the
Daughters of Charity, he enjoyed breakfast with
community members.
Visits: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič toured the local
cathedral, school, and participated in a prayer
gathering at Kidanemihiret Church.
Activities in Bonga: He engaged with community
activities, addressing local needs and celebrating
Mass at Blessed Gebremichael Chapel.

Day 6: January 22, 2025 - Telo Mission
Holy Mass: Celebrated Mass in the
morning followed by breakfast with the
local community.
Journey to Telo: Accompanied by local
priests, he traveled to Telo, visiting the
parish church and presbyter under
construction.
Kindergarten Visit: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič
praised the staff of the newly opened
Kindergarten supported by CIE.
Return: Concluded the visit to Telo and
returned to Bonga.

Day 7: January 23, 2025 - Shishinda
Morning Journey: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič
traveled to Shishinda, visiting multiple
mission stations along the way.
Community House: He visited the
community house, which supervises 12
parishes and includes a girls’ hostel.
Holy Mass: Celebrated Mass and engaged
with local clergy and community members.
Visit to Abera Phako Parish and
Kindergarten: Explored ongoing
construction and educational initiatives.

Day 8: January 24, 2025 - Gojab and Jimma
Visit to Gojab: Met with Bishop Markos to
discuss mission history and collaboration.
Daughters of Charity Visit: Celebrated
Mass at the Daughters of Charity leprosy
center, acknowledging their vital support.
Alemachen Rehabilitation Center: Engaged
with children with disabilities, exploring
future development plans.



Fr. Fasika Asirat CM
Communication Office

Day 9: January 25, 2025 - 100th Anniversary of
Lazarist Catholic School

Celebration: Attended the 100th anniversary of
the Lazarist Catholic School, presided over by
Cardinal Berhaneyesus.
Cultural Programs: Enjoyed performances and
speeches highlighting the school's impact over
the years.

Day 10: January 26, 2025 - St. Mary’s and St. Paul
Major Seminary

Morning Visit: Engaged with Daughters of
Charity at St. Mary’s, celebrating Mass and
fostering unity.
Afternoon Discussion: Held discussions with
councilors about future initiatives and challenges
faced by the province.

Day 11: January 27, 2025 - Metcha-Ambo
Visit to Metcha Borodo: Engaged with local
clergy, celebrated Mass, and addressed issues
faced by the school due to security challenges.
Foundation Stone Ceremony: Laid the foundation
stone for a new building at the school for the
deaf.

Day 12: January 28, 2025 - Addis Ababa
Urban Development Project: Visited the
project led by Sr. Tsige, expressing
appreciation for the efforts of the Daughters
of Charity.
Meeting with Councilors: Held discussions
on the mission's progress and future plans.
Visit to St. Paul Major Seminary: Encouraged
seminarians with insights from St. Vincent’s
life.

Day 13: January 29, 2025 - Departure
Final Discussions: Engaged in discussions
with representatives of the Vincentian
family.
Holy Mass: Celebrated with members of the
Vincentian family, sharing inspiring thoughts
from his experiences.
Departure: Fr. Tomaž Mavrič concluded his
visit with gratitude and a commitment to
maintaining connections with the Ethiopian
Province.

Conclusion
Fr. Tomaž Mavrič visit to Ethiopia was marked
by significant interactions, spiritual engagement,
and a commitment to the ongoing mission of the
Congregation of the Mission. His presence has
strengthened community ties and inspired
renewed dedication to serving the needs of the
local population. The visit was a remarkable
journey of faith, collaboration, and hope for the
future of the Vincentian family in Ethiopia.





Visit of Fr. Gregorio Banaga, Jr. CM, 
Vicar General, to the Chinese Province.

On 16-24 January 2025, a week before the Chinese
New Year, the Vicar General of CM, Fr. Gregorio
Banaga, Jr. CM, made his visit to the Chinese
Province. 
The Chinese Province comprises of 28 confreres
gathered in 3 Houses (Northern Taiwan, Southern
Taiwan, and Mainland China): 19 staying in Taiwan, 7
in Mainland China, 1 in the Philippines, 1 in the USA.
According to nationality: 12 Chinese, 5 Indonesia, 2
Philippines, 2 India, 2 Vietnam, 2 USA, 2 South Korea,
1 Poland.   

There are 8 seminarians in the province: 4 admitted,
and 4 postulants. There are also 6 guest priests and 2
guest seminarians staying in the Taipei Shilin House:
3 confreres, 3 diocesan priests from Mainland China,
2 seminarians from Vietnam. 

Fr. Gregorio arrived in Taipei, Taiwan, in the
afternoon of 15 January 2025. At the beginning of
his visit, he met with the Provincial Visitor and his
Council in Taipei in the morning of 16 January 2025.
During the meeting he was appraised of the current
situation and challenges of the province, such as: 1)
the demographics of the province; 2) Cross-Strait
Challenges; 3) Shilin major building project; and 4) St.
Vincent High School. He also discussed the plan and
schedule of his visit.

In the evening, he met with confreres of the
Northern House community in Shilin for
evening prayer and dinner together. The Shilin
community is the biggest community in the
province, and is the most international in
character (4 Chinese confreres, 1 American, 1
Polish, 2 Indonesians, 1 Vietnamese, 2 Indian
student confreres, 1 Ethiopian student
confrere, 2 Chinese seminarians, 2 Vietnamese
seminarians, and 3 Chinese student priests
from Mainland China). 

The following days--from 17 to 21 January
2025--Fr. Gregorio visited the St. Vincent High
School in Chiayi, and every confrere in
Southern House who were spread out in
several cities: Tainan, Kangshan, Kaohsiung,
Qishan, Taitung (Dawu and Jinlun villages). He
also took the opportunity to meet with some
parishioners, members of the Vincentian
Family, and also the Daughters of Charity. In
Kangshan, he celebrated mass for the Filipino
community. The Third Sunday of January is a
National Feast Day in the Philippines. It is the
Feast of the Sto. Nino (Holy Child) and the
traditional “Sinulog” dance was performed after
the mass.   In the evening of 21 January 2025
Fr. Gregorio took a flight back to Taipei. From
the 22-24 January he met with every confrere
of the Northern House in Taipei. 



On 23 January 2025 all the confreres gathered in
Taipei to celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the CM.
The celebration was advanced because of the
Chinese New Year. It started with a pilgrimage in
Mother of God Church in Tianmu District. The
confreres and the Vincentian Family members, as
well as parishioners gathered at 09:30am. Fr. John
Wang, CM, the Provincial Visitor led the prayers for
the pilgrimage. The people walked from Tianmu to
the Miraculous Medal Church in Lanya District. The
pilgrimage culminated in the celebration of the
Eucharist at the Miraculous Medal Shrine Church. Fr.
Gregorio and confreres concelebrated the Eucharist
together, thanking God for the 400 years
establishment of the CM, and asking God's
continuous blessings for the revitalization of our
vocation. A simple lunch was served after the
Eucharist. 

Unfortunately, Fr. Gregorio was not able to
visit the confreres living in Mainland China
because of recent restrictions. However, he
had an opportunity to contact one of them by
phone on 18 January 2025. Fr. Gregorio has
made plans to visit them in the near future. We
pray that God may always strengthen and
protect our confreres in Mainland China,
especially in these difficult times.

Fr. Gregorio ended his visit by meeting again
with the Provincial Visitor and his council in
the afternoon of 23 January 2025.

Fr. Eko Pasetyo, CM
Provincial Secretary



Annual meeting of SIEV members
(International Secretariat for 
Vincentian Studies)

On January 8 and 9, at Alberoni College (Piacenza,
Italy), the meeting of the members of the
International Secretariat of Vincentian Studies (SIEV)
took place.

Accompanied by the Assistant General and delegate
for SIEV, Fr. Nelio Pereira Pita, the following
members participated alongside the team
coordinator, Fr. Corpus Delgado (Spain), and the
secretary, Fr. Isaac Demets (Spain): Vinícius Teixeira
(Brazil), Jakub Kasprzyk (Poland), Jose Mwami
(Congo), Binoy Puthussery (India), and Hugo R. Sosa
(Paraguay).

The evaluation of the Master's Degree in Vincentian
Studies was carried out (reviewing both the editions
that concluded last year and those currently in
progress), as well as the development of strategies
for the new edition set to begin, which already has
more than 70 participants. A new initiative proposed
by the Superior General concerning the formation of
formators was also planned. Other topics discussed
included: the Vincentian Leadership School, the
relationship of SIEV with the Provinces, with other
formation institutions within the Congregation, and
with the Vincentian Family, among other matters.

The location of the meeting is deeply rooted in
Vincentian history and stands as a living
testimony to the Congregation's mission in the
formation of clergy. Cardinal Alberoni, founder
of this house, entrusted the Congregation of
the Mission with this work after witnessing, at
the House of Montecitorio (in Rome), the work
of the Vincentian confreres, characterized by
simplicity and communion between formators
and students, where fraternal relationships
stood out more than formal ones. According to
the Cardinal himself, they were forming “true
apostolic men.”

For this reason, the Missionaries have been
responsible for this institution since 1751.
These were days of fruitful work, but also of
fraternal fellowship among the SIEV members,
the Vincentian confreres working at Alberoni
College, and the seminarians.



Vincentian Popular Missions in
Itapuã do Oeste - RO, 2025

The missionary reality was very welcoming.
Despite the significant presence of evangelicals,
or perhaps because it was a weekday and people
were busy with their work, we were well
received. The residents come from Paraná, São
Paulo, Minas Gerais, and Bahia. The region enjoys
good social, economic, cultural, and even
religious conditions, but there is also an
underlying reality of poverty. These are
hardworking people, open to new experiences,
and grateful for the distinctive presence of the
Vincentian Priests and Brothers in the parish. We
found people willing to make the Kingdom of
God a reality.

On January 24, 2025, the local coordinators
prepared a trip to Porto Velho, the capital of
Rondônia, for the foreign missionaries: a visit to
the Rondon Memorial, the Diocesan Cathedral,
the Madeira-Mamoré complex, and a boat ride
on the Madeira River.

On January 25, we went to a farm near the city
of Itapuã to evaluate the missions, followed by
lunch there. In the evening, we had the closing
Mass of this missionary period with the presence
of representatives from all the communities or
missionary lines, who paid tribute to the
missionaries. During the Mass, the presider, Fr.
Adriano, referred to the anniversary of the
charismatic foundation of the Congregation of
the Mission: 408 years. He thanked us for the
visit of the pilgrim relic and the image of Saint
Vincent de Paul and asked me to explain a little
about the veneration of relics.

In a few words, we explained that in the Catholic
Church, relics are objects preserved for
veneration, as they are parts of the body of a
sacred person. The first relic venerated in history
was that of Saint Polycarp (Turkey, 156 A.D.). In
the Middle Ages, when cathedrals were built, the
cult of relics reached its height. Relics are
classified as:

The Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes in Itapuã do Oeste-
RO, in the Amazon region, led by the confreres Fr.
Paulo Silva, CM (Superior), Fr. Alex Reis, CM (Pastor),
and Fr. Adriano Pires, CM (Economist), hosted the
Vincentian Popular Missions as part of the official
celebration of the 400th anniversary of the
foundation of the Congregation of the Mission by the
Brazilian Province of the Congregation of the Mission.
The welcoming and sending Mass for the missionaries
took place on January 16 at 7:30 PM, at the Church of
Our Lady of Lourdes, in Itapuã. On that occasion, the
parish also received the relic and the pilgrim image of
Saint Vincent de Paul; i explained that both these
missions and the visit of the image are activities that
commemorate the 400th anniversary of the legal
foundation of the Congregation of the Mission, which
will be celebrated on April 17, 2025, and that Pope
Francis has granted plenary indulgence to the
Congregation, that can be obtained by the faithful
who make a sacramental confession, receive
Eucharistic Communion, pray for the intentions of the
Holy Father, and have in their hearts true repentance
and rejection of any sin. After the Mass, the
missionaries Mirna, Selene, Sister Janaina, Brother
Dominikus, Fr. Ezequiel, Fr. Paulo, Fr. Vanderlei, and I
(Fr. Cleber) were taken to the parish communities
where we were working.

Brother Dominikus and I were taken to the rural area
of Itapuã, which in the state is known as the “line.”
From January 17 to 23, 2025, with the help of local
missionaries, we carried out our work in an area of the
parish that includes the communities of Our Lady of
Migrants, Christ the Redeemer, Our Lady of Fatima,
and Immaculate Conception. We conducted 37 home
visits, 5 Anointings of the Sick, 3 formation sessions, 3
Rosaries with families, and 2 Eucharistic Celebrations.
The other three groups of missionaries did similar
work in other areas. The group that remained at the
parish headquarters even formalized the creation of a
branch of the Vincentian Lay Missionaries – MISEVI.



On the morning of January 26, the first group of
missionaries returned to their homes in Belo
Horizonte, Minas Gerais. I, along with the other
Vincentian missionary priests and Sister Janaina,
DC, stayed a little longer, participating in the
sending-off Mass for Fr. Adriano, who was about
to begin his service in the formation of our
missionaries in Belo Horizonte.

The Vincentian Popular Mission in Itapuã do
Oeste was an experience of faith, sharing, and
the presence of God's love among His people.
We saw charity in everything, in the warm
embrace of the confreres, in the willingness of
local missionaries to serve, in the various meals
carefully prepared by families to the missionaries.

We believe that our presence strengthened the
hope of the people in better days; where God's
blessing arrived, it found a place and remained,
pouring out His grace upon all those who joyfully
live the jubilee of the 400 years of the legal
foundation of the Congregation of the Mission
and of the Church, clothed in Christ and
journeying in His hope.

First-class relics: A physical part of a saint’s body
(bones, hair, blood, etc.).
Second-class relics: Personal objects belonging to
a saint (clothing, staff, the nails of the Cross, etc.).
Third-class relics: Pieces of fabric that have
touched the saint’s body or the reliquary where a
part of their body is kept.

It is strictly forbidden, under penalty of
excommunication, to sell, trade, or display first- and
second-class relics for profit.

We concluded by stating that many relics of Saint
Vincent de Paul are scattered around the world: a
large part of his body is kept in the Chapel of the
Motherhouse of the Congregation of the Mission, in
Paris; his heart is in the Chapel of the Apparitions of
Our Lady of Grace, also in France; a fragment of the
saint’s blood, now on display, was brought from Paris
(France) to Brazil by the Lazarist Fathers (Vincentian
Missionaries) at the end of the 19th century and is
currently under the care of Colégio São Vicente de
Paulo, in Rio de Janeiro - RJ.

Fr. Cleber Teodósio, CM



On Sunday, January 19, in Bratislava, a two-day
formation meeting for confreres and priests of the
Congregation of the Mission began, traditionally
held at the provincial house. During this shared time,
the participants dedicated themselves to ongoing
formation. The main part of the program was a
conference given by Fr. Tomáš Brezáni, CM, the
current Provincial Superior.
We were also enriched by the intervention of Fr.
Irving Ramayo, CM, who is currently carrying out his
ministry in Mexico. In his speech, he presented the
Vincentian Decalogue, ten brief principles that
should guide the daily life of the Vincentian
vocation. He also emphasized the openness of the
Church and issued an invitation to be an active part
of it, reaching out to people. Interestingly, he
highlighted the connection between Pope Francis’
pontificate and the spiritual legacy of St. Vincent de
Paul. He encouraged us to see the mission as a
shared work that enriches the diversity of gifts of
each individual, and expressed gratitude for our
vocation in the Congregation of the Mission.
The program also included group work, where we
discussed ways to revitalize our charism.
On Monday afternoon, we participated together in
the Holy Mass celebrated by the Apostolic Nuncio
Nicola Girasoli at the Church of St. Vincent de Paul
in Bratislava. The Mass was special not only because
of the presence of the large Vincentian Family, but
also for the remembrance of Blessed Ján Havlík,
whose remains rest in the side chapel of the church.
In his homily, the Nuncio encouraged everyone to
live according to the example of the apostle St. Paul:
for Christ, in Christ, and with Christ. In his speech,
he also emphasized the importance of hope, which
Pope Francis frequently reminds us of, and which is
a central theme of the Jubilee Year. He highlighted
the value of the Vincentian Family’s charism
worldwide and called for us to share this gift
generously, attracting as many people as possible to
Christ.

With this solemn celebration, the Slovak Province of
the Congregation of the Mission officially
inaugurated the Jubilee Year celebrations for the
400th anniversary of the foundation of the
Congregation by St. Vincent in France. During the
Holy Mass, the priests and confreres renewed their
vows, preparing themselves with renewed hope for
the upcoming Jubilee in 2025.
On the second day of the meeting, we focused on
reflecting on the beatification of Ján Havlík.
Together, we watched a documentary that
illustrated the preparation and development of this
important event. We also discussed how to best
celebrate the upcoming Jubilee Year of the
Congregation of the Mission.
We concluded the meeting with a Holy Mass in the
chapel of the provincial house, followed by a
community lunch. It was a precious time, rich in
fraternal dialogue, sharing, learning, and growth in a
spirit of openness. We are grateful to be part of the
great Vincentian Family and rejoice in following the
example of St. Vincent. We believe that this meeting
has strengthened in us the desire to proclaim the
Gospel to the poor and to serve with renewed
energy.

Formation Meeting of the 
Congregation of the Mission in Bratislava





Celebrations for
the 400th
Anniversary of the
CM in the
Province of
Mexico

I am sending photos of how we celebrated the
400th anniversary of the CM in the Province of
Mexico.
One photo is of the missionaries who gathered at
the Parish of the Miraculous Medal in Mexico City
on January 22, to celebrate the 400th anniversary of
the CM with Bishop Ramón Castro Castro, bishop of
the Diocese of Cuernavaca and current president of
the Mexican Episcopal Conference.
Another photo is from the same celebration, but
showing the attendees. These were primarily
Vincentian laypeople from our parishes in Mexico
City and from other cities in Mexico. Among the
Vincentian groups and associations present were:
Vincentian Volunteers, Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, Vincentian Special Catechesis, Association of
the Miraculous Medal, Vincentian Marian Youth,
Sons and Daughters of Mary, Vincentian Lay
Missionaries, and the Daughters of Charity.
Another photo captures the end of the provincial
meeting that took place during the week of January
20-24 at the San Vicente de Paúl Spirituality House
in San Lucas Xochimanca, Mexico City.
Finally, the fourth photo is from the celebration on
January 25 of the 35th anniversary of priesthood of
Fr. Rosendo Martínez, CM, from the Province of
Mexico.



In the Paths of
God

Rome: Leonian College 2025 

For anniversaries, we celebrate the past. In the
case of nations, military parades are held.
Regarding our past, we could have gathered
memorabilia and information and told the story
of "How we were". However, we would have
risked self-congratulation. Does it make sense
when we know that who we are and what we do
is a gift of Grace?

A different paradigm was chosen: celebrating the
gift of God. After all, if we had placed men and
women at the center, we would have had to talk
about the deceased. The gift of God is alive and
vital. Therefore, it is capable of creating new
wonders of Grace.

We called it a path to emphasize that it is about
descending from the Mountain of God. And from
high mountains, one descends by paths.

It all began in the 1580s. The Wars of Religion
between Catholics and Huguenots came to an
end in France.

A journey begun
400 years ago and

still continuing

Wars that were intentional, not accidental. The result?
Ruins and shame. That is what men were capable of.
But God bent down to our misery and raised not a
great leader but a child in the poorest region of France,
far from the capital: Vincent de Paul, known in Italian
as Vincenzo de Paoli (1581-1660).

Exhibition in Rome



On the lower left, remnants of battles can be seen; on the right, a
shepherd boy walking on stilts playing the flute—in this case, truly
"magical" for the good it will bring.

On the left, the saint preaching in Folleville (January 1617), bringing
the Gospel back to the churches (the homily was reborn in the 18th
century) and reviving a process of reconciliation with God through
confession; on the right, a procession led by the Gospel, exiting the
Church of Châtillon and bringing charity into homes, which gave birth
to Vincentian volunteer work.

We took inspiration from Giotto's Flight into Egypt, because the great
medieval painter was able to convey the feeling that the Holy
Family’s journey was not a flight, but a conquest. Vincent is the guide;
St. Louise is on the donkey holding Baby Jesus. They are
accompanied by missionaries, sisters, and volunteers.

Panel I

Panel II

Panel III

There is a large altarpiece representing St. Vincent preaching.
However, we chose to translate the motto of his mission:
"Evangelizare pauperibus misit me" (God has sent me to evangelize
the poor)
with these words: "The mission: to restore the Gospel to the poor."
Because the Gospel already belongs to the poor. It is for them and
for those who, in heart, are like them.

Panel IV



What sprang from the mission of this saint?
The Gospel (which we have already discussed) and Holiness. Holiness
emerges with the force of a geiger counter from the waters of
Baptism, inspiring the saints next door—men and women with a
balloon, representing the Grace of God that lifts us towards Glory, as
saints become Light like the stars in the firmament.

Panel V

@reallygreatsiteThe gift of Grace from St. Vincent sparked a movement of charity.
Many male and female communities were born following the
example of St. Vincent. Instead of listing them, we preferred to
represent them as doves taking flight toward God.

Panel VI

A large question mark, to help those who will visit the Leonianum
walk spontaneously on the paths of God. No one excluded.

Panel VII

Fr. Luigi Mezzadri CM



Vincentian
Family in
SARDINIA

" W I T H  S T .  V I N C E N T ,  B E A R E R S
O F  H O P E "

V I N C E N T I A N  S E M I N A R  D A Y S
2 0 2 5

Moved by the Ordinary Jubilee of the Catholic
Church of the Year 2025, Pilgrims of Hope, and
to celebrate together the Jubilee Year of the
Foundation of the Congregation of the Mission,
the entire and numerous Vincentian Family of
Sardinia dedicated the two traditional days of
"Vincentian seminar" to discussing the theme:
With St. Vincent, Bearers of Hope.
The “seminar days” in Sardinia are always eagerly
awaited and still highly attended by members of
the different branches of the Vincentian Family
on the island: Vincentian Volunteers, Daughters
of Charity, Vincentian Missionaries, Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, Sisters of Gethsemane founded
by Fr. Manzella, and Sisters of Charity founded
by St. Jeanne Antide.
On January 19 in Cagliari and January 26 in
Sassari, Fr. Francisco Javier Alvarez, CM, former
Vicar General of the Congregation of the Mission
and General Director of the Daughters of
Charity, delivered the “formation and study”
lecture.
With enthusiasm, passion, life experience, and
especially his deep knowledge of the “sources” of
Vincentian spirituality, the speaker captivated
the attention of the numerous attendees, using a
"small method" language, as St. Vincent teaches,
and in almost perfect Italian.

He enlightened us about: the virtue of hope,
what Christian hope is according to the Bull of
Indiction of the Jubilee, what we can learn from
St. Vincent about hope, and how to be bearers
of hope in our time.
In the final part of the lecture, Fr. Alvarez,
emphasizing that the charism of the Foundation
of the CM in its 4th century of life and the
Jubilee Year 2025 call us to be "pilgrims of hope
in today’s world" (cf. Pope Francis, Spes non
confundit n.10), posed the question: "But whom
does the Pope have in mind in particular?" He is
thinking of prisoners, the sick, the young,
migrants, the elderly, and the many thousands of
poor who “lack what is necessary to live.”
"It is scandalous," the Pope continues, "that in a
world endowed with enormous resources, most
of which are allocated to armaments, the poor
are the majority: billions of people" (n. 15).
"As Vincentians," concluded the speaker, "we
feel doubly invited (because we are Christians
and because we are Vincentians) to collaborate
in this beautiful project of bringing hope to those
who lack it or have lost it."



In the afternoon of both days, a “round table” was
proposed in which (moderated in Cagliari by journalist
Mario Girau; in Sassari by Meloni Antonio, director of the
diocesan weekly Libertà founded by Fr. Manzella) Dr.
Salamone Giancarlo from the St. Vincent Conferences of
Tuscany, journalist and writer Gianni Garrucciu, and
union leader Sergio Mura discussed poverty in the world,
in the island, and in the territory.
The novelty of the round table, a discussion between lay
professionals on a theme shared by all Vincentians:
"What possible signs of hope can we bring to today’s
world poverty?", was greatly appreciated by all
attendees.
On one hand, it opened up to the difficult reality of the
poor, and on the other hand, it highlighted the
Vincentian prophetic way of approaching “the poor” in
every era… the poor are not to be counted… they are to
be embraced.

The seminar was an experience for which we feel
immense gratitude to those who, over thirty years ago,
initiated it; to those who have safeguarded and upheld
it over the years, and to the current members of the
Coordination Team who continue to collaborate and
journey together for the animation and formation of
Vincentians in Sardinia.
Equal gratitude is owed to the leaders of the various
branches who work to involve more and more all the
different Vincentian groups and those employees,
friends, or volunteers who support them in different
ministries: schools, services for the poor, parishes,
prisons, help centers for victims of human trafficking,
shelters for abused women, facilities to combat
alcoholism, the "Beyond the Darkness" help desk for
men and women, and young victims of violence…
(listing everything is impossible).
Finally, a heartfelt thank you is owed by the entire
Vincentian Family of Sardinia to the two Communities
of the Daughters of Charity (Casa Mater Nostra in
Cagliari and Casa Santa Luisa in Sassari) and their many
generous volunteers for the complex work of
welcoming seminar participants. For 2025, around
550-600 attendees are expected.

Fr. Bruno Gonella CM
Director, Daughters of Charity



EVENTS
January-February
2025

Visit of Fr. Rafal Kopystynski, CM, in Panama

Fr. Nélio Pereira Pita, CM, in Zaragoza for the spiritual exercises.



Secretariat

ORDINATIONES

NECROLOGIUM

NOMINATIONES
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F O L L O W  U S

https://www.instagram.com/congregatiomissionis/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperiorGeneralCM
https://www.instagram.com/congregatiomissionis/
https://www.facebook.com/SuperiorGeneralCM
https://www.facebook.com/CongregaciondelaMision/
https://twitter.com/CMissionis
https://t.me/CongregatioMissionis
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOteJsDxlIgaFG4OZPcBe1g
http://www.cmglaobal.org/
https://www.https/www.facebook.com/jubileum400CM/



