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Editorial

In Hope We Are Saved

This is the title of Benedict XVI's Encyclical Letter
published on November 30, 2007.

The question arises: in what does this hope consist,
which, as hope, is "redemption"? Well, the core of
the answer is given in the passage from the Letter
to the Ephesians: the Ephesians, before the
encounter with Christ, were without hope, because
they were "without God in the world". To come to
know God, the true God, is to receive hope (n. 3)
The example of a saint of our time can help us to
some extent to understand what it means to meet
this God for the first time and in reality. | am
thinking of the African Josephine Bakhita,
canonized by Pope John Paul Il. He was born
around 1869, in Sudan. At the age of nine she was
kidnapped by slave traders, beaten to death and
sold five times in Sudanese markets. Finally, as a
slave she found herself in the service of the mother
and wife of a general and there she was whipped
every day until she was bloodied; As a result, he
was left with 144 scars throughout his life. Finally,
in 1882 it was bought by an Italian merchant for
the Italian consul Calisto Legnani who, in the face
of the advance of the Mahdists, returned to Italy.
Here, after those terrible "masters" with whom he
had hitherto been the property, Bakhita came to
know an entirely different "master": in the Venetian
dialect, which he had now learned, he called the
living God, the God of Jesus Christ, "parén." Until
then she had only known masters who despised
and mistreated her or, in the best of cases,
considered her a useful slave. Now, however, he
heard that there is a "stoppage" above all lords, the
Lord of all lords, and that this Lord is good,
goodness in person.

She came to know that this Lord also knew her,
that he had also created her, indeed, that he loved
her. She too was loved, and by the supreme
"Paron," before which all other masters are but
miserable servants. She was known, loved and
expected.

Now | had "hope," not only the small hope of
finding less cruel masters, but the great hope. With
the knowledge of this hope she was "redeemed",
she no longer felt like a slave, but a free daughter
of God. He understood what Paul meant when he
reminded the Ephesians that they were first
desperate and ungodly in the world, hopeless
because they were ungodly.

On January 9, 1890, she was baptized and
confirmed and received her First Communion from
the hands of the Patriarch of Venice. On December
8, 1896, in Verona, she pronounced her vows in the
Congregation of the Canossian Sisters and from
then on, together with her work in the sacristy and
at the door of the cloister, she tried on several trips
to Italy above all to promote the mission: the
liberation she had received through the encounter
with the God of Jesus Christ, | felt that | should
extend it, it should be given to others as well, to as
many people as possible. The hope, which had
been born for her and had "redeemed" her, she
could not keep to herself; This hope had to reach
many, reach everyone.

Fr. Salvatore Fari CM



Meditation on the Introduction and
Chapter | of the “Common Rules”

St. Vincent wrote the Rules in several stages,
beginning in 1625, during the initial, germinal phase
of the Congregation, and completing them in 1658,
33 vyears later, during the final phase of his life—a
period marked by physical decline but also full
spiritual maturity. By then, St. Vincent, now elderly,
admired God's work in his Community, the Mission,
which he saw as a firmly established reality within
the Church of his time. When distributing the Rules,
he was fully aware and explicitly intent on
transmitting a way of life. Thus, the Rules can
primarily be seen as the “book of the transmission of
a missionary experience.” Only later, and only for
those who have embraced that experience, does it
become the “fundamental code” that governs
missionary life. Every chapter resonates with the
desire to convey a spirit even more than regulations.
St. Vincent devoted significant time to drafting the
Rules, understanding well that a charism requires
organization to endure over time. The original
intuition, tested and solidified through experience,
needed to be fixed in “letters” of intent and
concretized in “rules” of behavior to “order” collective
activity and direct it toward its purpose: “to follow
Christ, evangelizer of the poor.”

The Rules of the Congregation stand out among all
other regulations written by St. Vincent (such as
those for the Charity and the Daughters of Charity)
because they connect directly to the experience he
shared with his first companions, embodying the very
way of life they describe. From this perspective, the
Common Rules demonstrate the concrete possibility
of inserting oneself into the Vincentian lineage and
becoming its heirs.

First, there is missionary life, lived in a shared
way of life; then, there are the Rules. St.
Vincent could proudly claim that, in this too,
the Congregation sought to conform to Christ,
who “began first to do and then to teach.” Life
precedes everything and takes primacy.
Therefore, St. Vincent assigned the Rules a
unique purpose: to “ignite,” “stimulate,” and
“arouse” the heart “to flee from vices and
acquire virtues,” to live the Gospel in an
“apostolic way of life.”

St. Vincent’s language is notably “affective,”
prioritizing feeling over thinking. He followed
the Augustinian tradition, inspired by St
Augustine, and was particularly influenced by
the Jesuit Rule. Indeed, Father Jean-Baptiste
de Saint-Jure, S.J., helped St. Vincent draft the
rules on disciplinary norms regarding silence,
detachment, indifference, obedience,
punctuality, readings, and spiritual exercises. In
the Ignatian proto-pedagogy of the Exercises,
there is mention of “ardor of affections”: the
disciple of the Lord must “move the affections
with the will” and “feel and savor internally”
Cold thoughts, words, and deeds must become
warm through the excitement of desire.
Alongside the school of the intellect, St.
Ignatius placed the school of affection for the
education of the heart, for the refinement of
feelings, and for the cultivation of the interior
life.

For St. Vincent, the stirring of the heart
elevates prayer and fuels fervor. This “affective
impetus” sustains faith and prevents spiritual
practices from becoming dry religious actions,
the Gospel from becoming rigid observance,
and Mission from turning into a burdensome
activity.



The Common Rules prevent this. They ignite desire
and inspire a genuine missionary spirit because they
“emanate from the Spirit of God.” St. Vincent adds,
“For this reason, we have endeavored, as much as we
could, to draw all the Rules from the spirit of Jesus
Christ and the works of His life... since we consider
that men called to continue Christ's mission of
evangelizing the poor must possess the same
‘sentiments’ and ‘affections’ of Christ (Christi
sensibus et affectibus)... ‘filled’” with His Spirit and
‘following’ His footsteps.”

Thus, Chapter | of the Common Rules, “Institution
and Purpose of the Congregation,” assigns the
Congregation the task of “imitating Christ the Lord,
both in virtues (attitudes and sentiments) and in
ministries (the salvation of others, especially the
poor).” This is achieved by: 1 - striving for personal
perfection; 2 - evangelizing the poor, especially
those in rural areas; 3 - assisting clergy in acquiring
the knowledge and virtues necessary for their state.
This final formulation of 1658 was preceded by two
others regarding the purpose of the Congregation.

In the Bull Salvatoris nostri of Urban VIII (1633), it is
stated that “the principal aim and special purpose of
said Congregation and its members is, with God’s
help, to dedicate themselves not only to their own
salvation but also to that of those living in villages,
towns, hamlets, and the most humble rural areas.”
This formulation emphasizes a spiritual purpose,
“dedicating oneself to personal salvation and that of
the poor,” presupposing both an interior life (for
oneself) and rural missions (for the poor).

In the Rules approved by the Archbishop of Paris
(Codex Sarzana, 1655), the Congregation’s purpose is
described as “following in the footsteps of Christ,
who came to do the will of the Father by proclaiming
the Gospel to the poor,” with specific goals: “a) to
fulfill God’s will in all things, like Jesus; b) to
evangelize the poor, especially those in rural areas; c)
to assist clergy in acquiring the knowledge of the
saints to guide people along the path of salvation.”
The insistence of this formulation is on doing the will
of God, characteristic of the mission of Jesus Christ
and, at the same time, the way to reach perfection
for the members of the Congregation.

Although these three formulations differ in
emphasis, St. Vincent's constant concern is
evident: highlighting the poor as the privileged
recipients of the Gospel and the Congregation’s
mission, especially those most impoverished, the
rural people, who are the most abandoned
spiritually and most tested humanly. Even the
specification maxime ruriculis (“especially in rural
areas”) appears in the founding contract of the
Congregation signed by St. Vincent with the
Gondi family on April 17, 1625, characterizing
and motivating the birth of a new form of
apostolic life.

Fr. Nicola Albanesi C.M.
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Letter from Father Tomaz on the appointment of
Fr. Nélio Pereira Pita as Auxiliary Bishop of Braga

The Superior General of the Congregation of the Mission expresses his
gratitude and joy for this new mission in the service of the Church.

Dearest confreres,
Dearest members of the Vincentian Family,
Dearest friends in the Lord,

With immense gratitude to Christ the Good
Shepherd, | announce to you that today, June 6,
2025, His Holiness Pope Leo XIV has appointed Fr.
Nélio Pereira Pita, member of the Congregation of
the Mission, as Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese
of Braga (Portugal).

This is a moment of grace for our entire
Congregation, for the Vincentian Family, and

certainly for the Church in Braga. In calling Father
Nélio to the episcopal ministry, Pope Leo XIV has
recognized in him a pastor after Christ’s own heart: a
man of deep faith, active charity, and a true
missionary spirit.

We know Father Nélio as a devoted confrere,
able to combine Vincentian simplicity with
solid theological formation and a keen pastoral
sensitivity. He has served faithfully in
formation, in accompanying the poor, and in
mission leadership, witnessing with his life that
“to evangelize the poor is our vocation.”

I am confident that Fr. Nélio will bring to the
heart of his episcopal ministry a passion for the
poor, closeness to the peripheries, and the
ability to walk with the people. His life will
continue to be a “permanent mission.”

Dear Father Nélio, we accompany you with our
prayers, our fraternal esteem, and our
affection. May the Virgin Mary of the
Miraculous Medal, St. Vincent de Paul, and all
the saints, blesseds, and servants of God of the
Little Company guide and protect you in this
new path.

Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢c CM
Superior General
of the Congregation of the Mission



Message from His Exc. Mgr. Nélio Pereira Pita, CM elected

Auxiliary Bishopof the Archdiocese of Braga (Portugal)

Dear confreres, dear members of the Vincentian
Family, brothers and sisters all in the Lord.

On 3 June last, | was informed that the Holy Father
Leo XIV had appointed me Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Braga (Portugal). St. Vincent de Paul
taught us to trust in Divine Providence, and for this
very reason, with fear and trembling, | accepted this
new mission that the Church has entrusted to me.
From the very first moment, | wish to take up this
service in an attitude of total trust in God.

| thank the Supreme Pontiff for the trust he has
placed in me not only but also the Congregation of
the Mission to which | belong, calling me to the
episcopate and associating me with the College of
the Successors of the Apostles.

As | prepare to leave my role as Assistant General of
the Congregation of the Mission, | would like to
thank Father Tomaz, our Superior General, for his
friendship and inspiring presence. It has been an
honor for me to be part of this team led by you,
Father Tomaz. | would also like to thank the General
Assistants, the Secretary General, the General Bursar,
as well as Father Sergio, the Superior of this
community, and Father Salvatore, Director of the
Communications Office of the Congregation, for their
support and friendship.

For my future pastoral activity, | will take as an
example your dedication and the witness of
many missionaries whom | have had the
privilege of knowing in the Provinces | have
visited.

| address a greeting to His Exc. Msgr. José
Cordeiro: it will be a joy for me to collaborate
with  him, with the priests, deacons,
consecrated men and women and all the
ecclesial realities of our Archdiocese alive and
rich in history, faith and charity.

As my episcopal motto | have chosen "Ut
vitam habeant" - Jn 10:10 - (That they may
have life) because | believe that one of the
great challenges of this time is the promotion
and defense of life.

The Good News of Jesus Christ is an offer of
"life in fullness" for all, without exception. God
became man to give life to life. Religious
experience, living faith in community, does not
suffocate life, but increases and strengthens it,
making it generative and full of meaning. The
message of the Gospel awakens the best in
every human being and, for this reason, it is
worth giving one's life for this cause.

Dear members of the Vincentian Family, |
entrust myself to your prayers that | may
always be welcoming and merciful especially
towards our poor Lords and Masters and all
those in need.

| entrust to the intercession of Saint Vincent de
Paul and the Queen of the Apostles this new
Fiat to which | have been called.

Mgr. Nélio Pereira Pita, CM



The Vincentian Students’ Seminar - India 2025

The Vincentian Students’ Seminar - 2025 was held
from 2nd to 6th May at De Paul International
Residential School, Mysore, Karnataka, India. It was a
joint initiative by both the Southern and Northern
Indian Provinces since 1987. There were sixty-nine
students all together from both the Provinces who
had actively participated in the seminar. The event
was blessed with the presence of Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Vettickal CM the Vice-Provincial of Southern Indian
Province, Rev. Fr. Roy Kochapilly CM the Councilor-
incharge of Formation of South, Rev. Fr. George
Azhakanakunnel CM the representative from
Northern Indian Province, Rev. Fr. Santoy Kurian CM,
Rev. Fr. Baiju Chittuparamban CM, Rev. Fr. Shijo CM,
Rev. Fr. Anish CM, Rev. Fr. Jayaraj CM, Rev. Fr. Ullas
CM, and Rev. Fr. Joji Babu CM.

The seminar was meticulously animated by the
second year Theologians on the topic “Put on the
Spirit of Christ: In Vincentian Life, Mission and
Charity.”

Each day was creatively organised in order to imbibe
the Spirit of St. Vincent and everyday there were
sessions on various topics related to the theme and
three designated moderators to guide the sessions.
Further, groups were divided for discussions, and
interactions and  deliberations after group
discussions, which enabled the confreres to think
creatively and to be tuned with the signs of times.
Besides these, a Salesian priest Fr. Shiju Thomas SDB
was invited to briefly present a talk on “Vincentian
Charity” which was highly insightful and influential
for our mission.

The brothers very actively and creatively conducted
the prayer services, Holy Eucharist and the other
liturgical celebrations.

To bring out diverse capacities and calibres of
the students, there were many competitions
commonly conducted such as talent show, skit,
Vincentian Quiz, essay competition and other
outdoor games which gave rise to
sportsmanship, leadership,  perseverance,
competitive spirit and collaboration.

In conclusion, the Vincentian Students’
Seminar 2025 proved to be a deeply enriching
and transformative experience for all
confreres. Rooted in the spirit of St. Vincent de
Paul, the seminar offered a unique platform for
theological, philosophical and practical
reflection, fraternal bonding, personal growth,
a clearer understanding of the Vincentian
identity, mission, charity and a deeper
commitment to serve Christ in the poor with
love and compassion. The active involvement
of all the brothers, formators, and resource
persons alike created an environment of
learning, collaboration, renewed zeal and
spiritual renewal.

Fr. Sebastian Vettickal C.M.




From May 30 to June 1 of this year, the 30th
anniversary of St. Vincent de Paul Seminary, which
has its headquarters in the city of Belém, in the state
of Para, was celebrated. This house belongs to the
Fortress Province of the Congregation of the
Mission, geographically located in the northern and
northeastern states of Brazil and welcomes students
from the academic stages of philosophy and
theology. It was built due to the increase in
Vincentian vocations when the old house could no
longer comfortably accommodate students.
Something interesting about this training space is its
location, it is located in the Amazon. With this, it is
perceived that missionaries who go through this
environment have the opportunity to come into
contact with challenging realities that are being
discussed by the Church worldwide. A second
feature to highlight is the presence of people who
assume the mission of supporting vocations in a
heroic way. They are men and women who help with
their prayers, friendship and resources in such a way
that the names of the friends and benefactors of the
seminary are the perfect synthesis of who they are
and do.

For all these graces, a commemoration marking the
30th anniversary of St. Vincent de Paul seminary was
seen as very providential, considering also that the
25th anniversary of this house was not celebrated
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The commemoration,
in addition to the Eucharistic celebrations, was
carried out through an exhibition of photographs on
the history of the seminary, as well as a conference
on the same theme. A plaque was placed at the
entrance to commemorate this moment and the coat
of arms of the seminary, prepared for this occasion,
was presented. Throughout the time of the festival,
the testimonies of the confreres who passed through
the house were published.

The celebrants of the 4 days of celebration
were people who have been and are part of
these 30 years of history, namely Fr. Assis da
Silva, CM, the first person responsible for the
formation in this seminar; Fr. José Carlos
Olivindo, CM, current coach; Fr. Janio José,
CM, provincial formed in space; Dom Evaldo
Carvalho, a graduate of the house, former
formator and current bishop of the diocese of
Viana in the state of Maranhao.

For so many missionaries dedicated to the
Church for the service of the poor and the
formation of «clergy and laity in the
Congregation of the Mission, the family that
was formed in the Seminary, its inhabitants,
friends and benefactors, is full of gratitude and
prays for the souls of the Vincentians who
have dedicated themselves to this work and
have already left, in particular that of Fr. José
Coutinho Favacho, CM, who fought hard for
this house and Dom Vicente Zico, CM, who
donated the land to the Congregation of the
Mission. May the good Lord send more
vocations to the Congregation of the Mission
and to the Church in general.




The Vincentian Mission in Malawi joyfully celebrated
the Jubilee marking 400 years of the establishment
of the Congregation of the Mission on 7th June
2025. As part of this historic occasion, a new out-
station church was blessed and inaugurated at Shaibu
Village, under St. Joseph Parish, Sunuzi.

The blessing and inauguration were led by Rt. Rev.
Alfred Mateyu Chaima, Bishop of Zomba Diocese,
who also presided over the Holy Mass. The presence
of Fr. Sebastian Vettickal, CM, Assistant Provincial of
the South IndianProvince, added great joy and
significance to the event.

In his homily, Bishop Chaima commended the
admirable missionary works of Vincentians (CM)
being carried out in Malawi particularly in his
diocese.A large number of priests, religious, church
leaders, representation from Traditional Authority
and lay faithful gathered to witness and celebrate this
blessed occasion.

Inauguration and blessingof the
New Church at Shaibu
Village under St. Joseph
ParishSunuzi, Malawi.

Special thanks are due to Sunuzi community -
Fr. Mahesh Shaik, Parish Priest, and Fr.
Sathyam, the curate - for their tireless efforts
in overseeing the construction of the beautiful
new church and for organizing the Jubilee
celebration.

The CM Malawi Mission expresses heartfelt
gratitude to all benefactors and donors who
contributed generously to the completion of
the new church. In particular, we acknowledge
with appreciation the support of all donors and
benefactors.







NOMINATIONES

QDHIAMBO Benson Thaddaeus

(start 01/07/2025)

Visitor Kenya

PEREIRA DA SILVA Janio José 21/03/2025 Visitor Fortaleza
. Visitor U.S.A. New England
SOBCZAK Marek Wincenty 11/06/2025 {Bsconfirmid)
11/06/2025

(Recenfirmed)

CHAUQUE Calisto Roberto 13/06/2025 | Director DC Mozambique

HORUBICKI Karol 13/06/2025 | Director DC Warsaw
(Reconfirmed)

GIBSOM Alan Mark 27/06/2025 Visitor Oceania

ORDINATIONES

MUHUMUZA Johnmary Sac KEN 03/05/2025
MUMO Alexander Nzioki Sac KEN 03/05/2025
WAFULA Geofrey Wekesa Sac KEM 03/05/2025
WAKUSIMBA Aba Zozmus Sac KEN 03/05/2025
BODZIACKI Karol Michal Sac POL 17/05/2025
BORSZOWSKI Dawid Lukasz Sac POL 17/05/2025
CIAPALA Piotr Sac POL 17/05/2025
PIETRZAK Patryk Sac POL 17/05/2025
REDZYMIA Adrian Robert Sac POL 17/05/2025
SHUSHKEVYCH Oleh Sac POL 17/05/2025
TALAGA Dawid Marek Sac POL 17/05/2025
YOUSSEF MOHAMED Valentina Sac POL 17/05/2025
NECROLOGIUM
Nomen Cond.| Diesob. | Prov. | Aet. | Voc.
GRANATA Antonio Sac | 24/04/2025| ITA 83 17
HARVEY Jeffery H, Sac |25/04/2025| occ | 61 | 41
GOODMAN® David P. Fra |28/04/2025| OCC | 87 66
PERSICH Roy A. Sac |05/05/2025| occ | 91 | 73
TATA Germain Sac | 14/06/2025]) MAD | 76 | 48
FERNANDEZ H. DE MENDOZA José Ignacio | Sac |28/06/2025| CAE | 89 | 70

Secretariat
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