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Editorial

The
Congregation
of the Mission
in the Style of
Proximity

Fr. Salvatore Fari, CM

In a world marked by wars, new forms

of poverty, loneliness, and profound
inequalities, the mission of the
Congregation of the Mission continues
to resonate as a concrete call to hope.
Not an abstract hope, but a hope that
takes shape on the margins of the world,
in forgotten villages, in large cities
marked by exclusion, and in communities
wounded by violence and insecurity.

The charism of Saint Vincent de Paul
remains remarkably relevant today. To
serve Christ in the poor means allowing
oneself to be challenged by the wounds
of humanity and choosing to dwell in
those places where often no one wishes

to remain. Present on different continents,

the Congregation continues to make the
Gospel visible through evangelization,
clergy formation, human development,
education, and assistance to migrants,
refugees, the elderly, children, and all
those living in vulnerable situations.
Very often, service to the poor is
expressed through the daily, quiet
dedication of missionaries who share
the lives of ordinary people. At other
times, it becomes an organized
response to humanitarian emergencies,
natural disasters, or the social crises

that characterize our age. Everywhere,
however, one style remains central:
proximity. It is not merely a matter of
"doing for the poor,” but of walking with
them, listening to them, recognizing their
dignity, and allowing ourselves to be
evangelized by their faith and resilience.
This time also challenges our ability

to live the mission together. Sharing,
collaboration among the branches of the
Vincentian Family, and the involvement
of lay people and younger generations
become necessary paths to make the
witness of charity more effective. No

one can face today’s challenges alone.
Mission is born from communion and
strengthened through fraternity.

May and June are months that, in the life
of the Church, particularly recall the gift of
the Holy Spirit and the maternal presence
of Mary. In the light of Pentecost, we
understand that mission is not primarily a
human project, but the work of God who
continues to breathe life into history. And
Mary, Mother of the Mission, continues
to accompany the journey of missionaries
and all those who dedicate their lives to
the service of the poor.

Faced with the anxieties of our time,

the Congregation therefore renews its
commitment: to proclaim the Gospel
with simplicity, to live alongside the

poor with humility, and to build concrete
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signs of fraternity everywhere. This is
the Vincentian prophecy that the world
continues to need.




“True progress always stems from a heart open
to others, an intelligence willing to listen and
a will that seeks what unites rather than what

separates.”

MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS POPE LEO XIV

@congregatiomissionis CongregaciondelaMision
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"On the Lovable
Virtue of
Modesty”

Nicola Albanesi

[Meditation on Chapter VIl of the
"Common Rules”]
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The virtue of modesty has disappeared
from our vocabulary, not only from ordinary
language, but also from Christian language.
Who still speaks about modesty? From a
purely linguistic point of view, it is such an
outdated, unfashionable term, so distant
from our present sensitivity, that reusing
it for the cultivation of a mature Christian
spirituality may even seem harmful. In
short, it is considered an old word that

should be discarded. It no longer conveys
the positive meanings it once had.

But is this really the case? Can nothing of
its meaning be recovered?

St. Vincent contemplates modesty with
wonder, just as he does every other virtue,
in Christ. “In Christ the Lord such modesty
shone forth in His face, gestures, and words
that entire crowds were drawn into the
heart of the desert to enjoy His presence
and listen to the words of eternal life
flowing from His lips, even forgetting to eat
and drink.” The reference is to the episode
of the multiplication of the loaves and
fishes and to the crowds following Jesus.
St. Vincent says that they were “attracted
by His modesty.” This is the argument St.
Vincent uses to encourage the practice
of this virtue in the lives of missionaries.
Modesty must be practiced for two reasons:
1) because Christ practiced it, and this is the
principal reason; 2) because it possesses a
powerful attraction for people. Therefore,
a missionary who seeks to follow Christ
and who lives among many people cannot
fail to live modesty, which St. Vincent calls
a "lovable virtue.” The first section of
Chapter VII ends with the quotation from
St. Paul: "Let your modesty be known to all
people” (Phil 4:5).

Six further sections then describe how a
missionary can and must be modest.

Modesty is the way one presents oneself
to others. It is shown in the way one looks,
speaks, dresses, walks, touches others,
lives, and uses the goods at one’s disposal.
St. Vincent first describes it negatively,
excluding behaviors and attitudes contrary
to it. Nothing frivolous, childish, or
eccentric in one's way of being (n. 2); no
coarse or inappropriate physical contact in
relationships (n. 3); nothing ostentatious in
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clothing (n. 4); no neglect in one’s dwelling
(n. 5); no displays of vanity (n. 7). Positively,
this translates into a sober, essential,
reserved style of life, seeking dignity in
every situation and requiring detachment
from self in all things.

What St.  Vincent proposes to his
missionaries through the virtue of modesty
is a program of evangelical life entirely
centered on “forgetfulness of self.” At
the center is not one's own life, but the
demands of the mission. The missionary
must not draw attention to himself, but
to the Kingdom of God. For this reason,
he must disappear from the scene. He
cannot place himself in the foreground.
The missionary cannot rely on the power
that comes from wealth or on the seductive
force of appearances. On the contrary, the

missionary believes in the silent and hidden
witness of sobriety in the use of goods,
simplicity in attitudes, reserve in behavior,
graciousness in relationships, and dignity
in both person and surroundings.

The virtue of modesty is a constant call
to essentiality in life. Immersed in a world
entirely devoted to outward appearances,
to the pursuit of the superfluous, to the
multiplication of words, and to sensational
gestures that attract attention, the return to
what is essential is the necessary corrective
for a life worthy of the children of God.




General Curia

On Monday, April 20, 2026, after spending
Sunday night in Surabaya at the house of
our confreres, we traveled to Malang to the
facilities of the Vincentian Secular Institute
founded by Fr. Paulus Hendrikus Janssen,
CM. The Institute, composed of brothers
and sisters, welcomes children and young
people with disabilities. Following a joyful
reception and a welcome address by the
Visitor of the Indonesian Province, Fr.
Rudy Sulistijo Stephanus, the Eucharistic
Celebration was presided over by the
Superior General, Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢. It

was particularly meaningful to begin
the meeting of the Asia-Pacific Visitors
Conference and the General Curia in
this place: a place where the suffering of
children and young people is embraced by
the “Alma” mission, reminding us that the
starting point of our vocation is always our
brothers and sisters in need, the privileged
place of our encounter with Jesus Christ.
After the Eucharistic celebration, we shared
lunch accompanied by a musical group of
visually impaired young people. A beautiful
beginning! In the afternoon, we traveled to
Batu. After Evening Prayer, the participants
of the meeting were introduced: the
Superior General and his Assistants, the
Secretary General, members of the General
Curia, Visitors with theirrespective Councils,
provincial secretaries, and treasurers.
The meeting was introduced by the Vicar
General, Fr. Greg Banaga, who described it
as a space for mutual knowledge, listening
to different situations and challenges, and
fostering interaction.

On Tuesday, April 21, after thirty minutes
of personal meditation and the Eucharistic
celebration, we listened to the Superior
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General, Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, who recalled
the eleven priorities that emerged from
the 2022 General Assembly and that will
guide the Congregation until the next
General Assembly in 2028: the identity
of the Congregation, vocation culture,
vocation promotion, revitalization of the
vocation of the Brothers, formation of
formators, ad gentes missions, renewal
of popular missions, clergy formation, lay
formation, revision of parish ministry, and
the development of the Communications
Office. The assembly then divided into
two groups coordinated by the Superior
General and the Vicar General to further
discuss these themes, which were later
shared in a plenary session.

On Wednesday, April 22, and Thursday,
April 23, following personal meditation
and the Eucharistic celebration, we began
the working sessions by listening to
presentations from the General Assistants
and the directors of the various offices
of the General Curia: Fr. Guillermo
Campuzano Vélez (Vincentian Family
Office), Fr. Giuseppe Turati (Secretary
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General), Fr. Abdo Eid (Vocation Ministry,
Clergy Formation and Ongoing Formation),
Fr. Dominique lyolo lyombe (Formation
of Formators), Fr. Aaron Gutiérrez Nava
(Commission for Evangelization), Fr. Ziad
Haddad (General Treasurer), Fr. Serhiy
Pavlish (Procurator and Postulator General),
and Fr. Salvatore Fari (Communications
Office). Each office, according to its area of
responsibility, highlighted specific aspects
of the Congregation’s life, helping to
strengthen co-responsibility and support
our common journey toward ever greater
evangelical fidelity and apostolic creativity.

On Friday, April 24, we traveled to Malang,
where we visited the formation centers
of our young confreres: the Pre-Internal
Seminary, Internal  Seminary, Major

Seminary, and the Faculty of Philosophy
and Theology, where some of our confreres
also teach. In the evening, we celebrated
together in a festive gathering.

On Saturday, April 25, we departed for
Surabaya, where we concluded both our
meeting and the Jubilee of the Fourth
Centenary of the Foundation of the
Congregation of the Mission. The solemn
Eucharistic concelebration was presided
over by the Superior General, Fr. Tomaz
Mavri¢, who, in his homily, invited us to
continue on the path of conversion so that
the Congregation of the Mission might
experience a new Pentecost. He expressed
gratitude for the many bishops from
various parts of the world who request
the presence of our missionaries, thus
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spreading our charism and spirituality.
Finally, he entrustedto us the foundations of
Vincentian spirituality (Incarnation, Trinity,
Eucharist, and the Blessed Virgin Mary)
and the five Vincentian virtues (simplicity,
humility, meekness, mortification, and
zeal). At the conclusion of the Eucharistic
celebration, we sang the Te Deum.

During this meeting between the confreres
of Asia-Pacific and the General Curia, we
experienced not only a strong sense of
belonging but also a shared responsibility
for the future of the mission. Amid the
diversity of cultures and experiences, a
living communion emerged, becoming

1

a force for evangelization. The journey
continues, sustained by trust in the Holy
Spirit and by the desire to serve the poor
and the Church with renewed fidelity.
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The Parish of Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal (OLMM), located in the western
part of Toronto, Canada, celebrated its
65th anniversary. On Sunday, May 28,
1961, the church was blessed, and Christ
entered the sanctuary for the first time with
the celebration of the 8:00 a.m. Mass. The
church was built by Slovenians who had
settled in the western area of Toronto and
throughout the region west of the city up to
the boundary of the Diocese of Hamilton.
Most of these Slovenians had previously
belonged to the Parish of Our Lady Help of
Christians and had played a key role in the
construction of that parish church.

The anniversary celebrations began on the
evening of Thursday, May 28, 2026, with
prayers before the Blessed Sacrament,
followed by Mass and special events that
included talks and discussions led by guest
priests. Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, who served as

12

associate pastor of the parish from 1984
to 1994 and is now the Superior General
of the Congregation of the Mission, arrived
a day earlier as the guest of honor so that
he could participate in all the anniversary
events.

On the bright and sunny morning of
Sunday, May 31, 2026, the Solemnity of
the Most Holy Trinity, the final preparations
were being completed before the official
program began at 9:00 a.m. with a litany
before the Blessed Sacrament, led by
Fr. Leopold Valant, the current pastor.
Approximately 450 people attended the
Mass, which began at 9:30 a.m. and was
celebrated by Fr. Mavri¢. The concelebrants
included Fr. Valant, Fr. Robert Petkovsek, Fr.
J. Nosan, Fr. Letonja, and Fr. Flavio Pereira.
The choir Nasa Pesem provided the
musical accompaniment, greatly enriching
the beauty of the liturgy. Before the official
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conclusion of the Mass, all the priests, altar
servers, and some members of the dance
groups, dressed in traditional Slovenian
attire, processed to the newly renovated
rectory and blessed each room. The entire
congregation gathered in the church was
able to follow the procession on a large
screen through a Facebook livestream.

The Mass concluded around 11:00 a.m.,
after which the faithful gathered outside
the church for refreshments and fellowship
at tables prepared by volunteers.
Parishioners were also invited to visit the
rectory and see firsthand what had been
made possible through their donations
toward the renovation project.

The morning program was followed by a
ticketed luncheon in the parish hall, which
was completely sold out with approximately
380 participants. Milan Vincenc served
as master of ceremonies, and several
presentations were given by different
groups, including the Parish Finance
Council and the Slovenian-Canadian
Historical Society.

It was a joyful day, and the luncheon
continued into the late afternoon as guests
gradually made their way home, bringing
the anniversary celebrations to a warm and
memorable conclusion.

We look forward to celebrating the church’s
70th anniversary in 2031.
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From May 8 to 15, 2026, the Superior
General, Fr. Tomaz Mavri¢, C.M., visited
the Vincentian Family in Russia. The
Vincentian Family has been carrying out
its mission for 29 years in the Diocese of

the Transfiguration (Preobrazhenskaja) in
Siberia.

Dby,

During the first three days, Fr. Tomaz stayed
in the Ural region, in the city of Nizhny
Tagil, where the first missionaries arrived
in 1997, including himself. There he visited
the confreres of the Congregation of the
Mission from the North Indian Province and
the Daughters of Charity from Slovakia.
Together they serve in the Parish of Our
Lady of Fatima and in charitable projects
for children, the homeless, the sick, and
in a center for the integral development
of families. For many parishioners and for
the children who had once been assisted
and are now grown up, this meeting was
very warm and revived many beautiful
memories of the beginnings, construction,
and development of the mission in Nizhny
Tagil.
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On May 10, all gathered together to
celebrate the patronal feast of Our Lady of
Fatima.

On May 12, Fr. Tomaz visited the city of
Slavgorod, located about 2,100 kilometers
from Nizhny Tagil, requiring travel by both
airplane and car. Slavgorod is a small
town in the Altai region of Siberia, where
two Daughters of Charity from Poland
serve descendants of Germans, Poles,

and Lithuanians living in remote areas of
vast Siberia. The Sisters lovingly care for
children from low-income families and for
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the sick in their homes.

Two days later, Fr. Tomaz traveled another
600 kilometers by train to the city of Omsk,
where three Daughters of Charity serve
alongside priests throughout the Omsk
region. The Sisters minister to the poor in
collaboration with Caritas. Fr. Tomaz visited
the Sisters’ projects, where he met various
groups and devoted his attention to them.

On the Solemnity of the Ascension of
the Lord, after Holy Mass, members of
the Association of the Miraculous Medal
welcomed Fr. TomaZ. In Russia there are
eight groups of the Association, in which
the faithful foster devotion to and the
spirituality of Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal. During the meeting, participants
shared their experiences of prayer and the
protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
thanked God for all the graces received
through her intercession. At the end of
this very cordial gathering, Fr. Tomaz

encouraged everyone never to stop praying
and asking for special graces, recalling the
words of the Blessed Virgin Mary: “The
rays that do not shine are the graces that
are not asked for.” This meeting greatly
strengthened unity and hope in God.

On May 15, 2026, Fr. Tomaz met with the
Bishop of the Diocese of the Transfiguration
in  Novosibirsk, His Excellency Bishop
losif (Joseph) Werth, S.J. Together they
discussed the current joys and challenges
of ministry in Siberia, as well as dreams and
proposals for how the Vincentian Family
might be of assistance in the future.

Nizhny Tagil, May 18, 2026

Sister Antonia Lednicka, D.C.
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21st of April is a very special day as it's the
death anniversary of Pope Francis. | was
lucky and blessed to meet Pope Francis
in person on 3rd October, 2023 at Santa
Marta, Vatican. The memories of the visit
are still fresh in my heart. The warmth and
the simplicity that | found in him always
motivates me to regularly examine and

rediscover my Vincentian identity. In fact,
| am sure all those who met him in person
would agree with me too. | would rather
go one step further to call Pope Francis a
‘Vincentian’ at heart. It's a coincidence that
on this day something special happened,
which motivated me to write down this
short reflection on authenticating our
Vincentian identity through the help of a
few real shepherds and of course with the
inspirations of late Pope Francis and our
Holy Founder St. Vincent De Paul.

Plot

| was on my usual evening walk in and
around the school premises where | work.
The summer is slowly reaching its peak.
Temperature during the day is 37 Degree
Celsius. The heat wave runs through
the evening as well. Everyone moves
around searching for shade and shelter.
As | continues with my evening walk, | was
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stopped by the sound of a herd of sheep.
There were around 100 sheep led by 3
shepherds. The sheep and the shepherds
looked very tired as they had to pass
through the whole day’s heat. There was a
temporary shelter made by the shepherds
in the fields next to my school campus. |
was moved by the way they settled down
the sheep and themselves after a very tiring
day. | was curious to know more about
them and their life style. | believe that only
a real shepherd can teach us what does it
mean to be a shepherd of people. Perhaps,
it was today that | understood better the
words of Pope Francis, "a shepherd should
have the smell of the sheep” (Luciani, 2017)
grounded in the situation of their flock.

“l am the Good Shepherd” John 10:11

In the Gospel of Jesus according to John
speaks of Jesus as the good shepherd.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The
good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.” Jesus was clear about his love for
the sheep. The sheep that he mentioned
are the people of God. He further said that
a true shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. For Jesus it wasn't a mere fulfilment
ofthe prophesy, ratheratrue love and mercy
for people that moved him to embrace his
shepherd identity and finally to sacrifice
his life for his beloved sheep. This love of
Jesus for his sheep reminds me of what
God said, “can a mother forget her nursing
child? Though she may forget | will not get
you” Isaiah 49:15. God's love can never be
measured. It's only through an emotional
connect that we establish with God, we
can understand God's unconditional love
in our life. If shepherding is all about being
there for others, empathizing with others,
and caring for the other, then we are all
called to be shepherds. We are all called

to be shepherds in our own possibilities
with our own limitations. We need to
understand the words of Pope Francis,
“a shepherd should have the smell of the
sheep” in the context of what Jesus said
about shepherds. Pope Francis was indeed
inviting the Priests and Bishops to be
grounded in the situation of their flock. A
shepherd does not become true to his call
unless he identifies himself with the sheep.
| was happy to be enlightened by the
simple shepherds | met today. Although
their faces were dull, dusty, and tanned |
could find a true commitment and sincere
love for their sheep in their eyes. Thus, the
shepherds teach us a lesson on being one
with the sheep, reminding us all the spirit
of Christ as the good shepherd.

“How | wish you could give one (mission)
among the poor shepherds...” St.
Vincent De Paul

St. Vincent De Paul in his
correspondences and conferences often
mentioned about the importance of
becoming a true Vincentian shepherd. He
once said, “so you are now on a mission.
Oh! How | wish you could give one
(mission) among the poor shepherds! They
are our Lord’s favorites since He chose
to give them the first news of His birth,
to the exclusion of Jerusalem and even
Bethlehem where He was born” (CCD I,
343). Since shepherds were often poor and
neglected, St. Vincent showed his respect
for them. He often praised the simplicity of
the the shepherds in Bethlehem at the birth
of Jesus. These examples clearly explain
about the love that St. Vincent had for the
shepherds. It was a love which originated
because Jesus himself loved the shepherds
very dearly and always made them part of
his life and conversation. St. Vincent always
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wanted his followers (Vincentians) to
become another Christ. This is very much
clear when he introduced the charism
of the Congregation of the Mission as
‘evangelization of the poor following Christ
the evangelizer'. Therefore, if Jesus chose
the shepherds in order to show the perfect
model of shepherding and of sacrificial
love, then every Vincentian is called to
follow the same example. St. Vincent
De Paul summarized the vocation of the
Congregation as “to lead lost sheep back
into the fold.” Every Vincentian is called
to be shepherds who exhibit of sacrificial
love, selfless service, and empathetic care
in order to change the world to be a better
place to live in.

Reflection

Down through the centuries Vincentians
were always inspired by shepherds at
different missions. St. Vincent De Paul
once said to Mon. Dieu, “Monsieur, how
consoled | am that you are working with the
shepherds and with the incurables.” (CCD
1, 395) It's not about merely working among

the shepherds that St. Vincent De Paul was
concerned with, rather he always wanted
every Vincentians to learn life lessons from
them.  Our life/mission journey might
make us dull, dusty, weak, and tanned like
the shepherds whom | encountered this
evening, but our hearts must burn with fire
of zeal for souls which will make us true
Vincentian shepherds.

At the end of a long conversation with the
shepherds this evening, | was moved when
they finally asked me, “Sir, join us in our
simple dinner”. It wasn't a mere invitation to
eat with them, rather a great lesson of care
and concern to all who come to you. | am
sure that it was this care which St. Vincent
De Paul wanted every Vincentians to learn
and practice in life. In fact, this evening was
a moment of authenticating my Vincentian
identity by learning shepherding lessons
from the real shepherds.

Dr. Fr. Libin Varghese CM
South Indian Province
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Pilgrimage of the Relics of Saint Vincent
de Paul Across Brazil (2024-2026)

20

Between March 2024 and February
2026, Brazil experienced a remarkable
manifestation of faith through the
pilgrimage of the relics of Saint Vincent
de Paul. This initiative, commemorating
the 400th anniversary of the Congregation
of the Mission—founded by the saint in
1625—involved numerous dioceses and
parishes throughout the country, providing
moments of spirituality, reflection, and a
profound encounter with the Vincentian
charism. By February 25, 2026, the
pilgrimage had reached 54 dioceses and
one Apostolic Administration. More than
400 parishes, dozens of Vincentian Family
works, and several large-scale events were
visited, including: the National Pilgrimage
of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
(SSVP), diocesan and archdiocesan SSVP

gatherings, the National Vincentian Family
Meeting, the ordination of seven diocesan
priests, and archdiocesan pilgrimages. It
is estimated that more than half a million

people have venerated the relics of
Saint Vincent de Paul, and this number is
expected to increase since two more years
of pilgrimage remain. During this period,
more than 80,000 third-class relics were
distributed, one per family, following Mass
celebrations—not at the beginning of the
pilgrimage or during large public events.
Numerous books on the spirituality of Saint
Vincent de Paul, written by Fr. Gilson Cesar
de Camargo, CM, were sold, as well as the
book on the first miracles of Saint Vincent
de Paul edited by Fr. Edson Friedrichsen,
CM, which was launched on August 30,
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2025, at Morro do Convento da Penha
in Vitéria, Espirito Santo. Throughout
the journey, various vocational materials
were distributed, along with thousands of
Miraculous Medals of Our Lady of Grace.

The entire pilgrimage was carried out by
road. To date, more than 45,000 kilometers
have been traveled in a van specially
prepared for this mission.

With a reliquary containing fragments of
Saint Vincent de Paul’s rib (a first-class relic),
a letter dated May 1630 addressed to Saint
Louise de Marillac, a piece of liturgical
vestment, and a replica of the saint’s image
found in Paris, the pilgrimage sought to
strengthen the Catholic faith, promote the
practice of charity, and inspire the faithful
to follow the example of the “Apostle of
Charity.” In every city, crowded churches
and moving testimonies revealed the
profound impact of Saint Vincent de Paul
on the lives of local communities.

Dioceses and Parishes Visited

Below are some of the pilgrimage locations,
together  with  distinctive  diocesan
experiences, testimonies from the faithful,
and accounts of graces received.

Diocese of Santo André (SP)
Period: September 9-22, 2024

The pilgrimage began at the Chapel of
Saint Vincent de Paul, located at Jardim
dos Velhinhos do ABC in Sao Bernardo
do Campo. The relics also visited the Holy
Family Parish, the Basilica of Our Lady of
Boa Viagem, and Bom Jesus de Piraporinha
Parish in Diadema. During the event, the
faithful participated in special Masses,
Eucharistic adoration, and reflections on
charity. "l felt my heart renewed with a
greater desire to serve the poor,” shared
one parishioner.

Diocese of Osasco (SP)

Period: December 1-11, 2024
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Each pastoral region of the diocese selected
a parish to host the relics. The ceremonies
were coordinated by Vincentian lay
members under the supervision of Fr. Pedro
Rodrigues Lopes. At every celebration, the
faithful spoke of the spiritual strengthening
they experienced. One devotee testified:
“| asked Saint Vincent's intercession for my
brother who was hospitalized, and he was
discharged that very day.”

Diocese of Amparo (SP)
Period: July 1-5, 2025

The relics traveled through the five
vicariates of the diocese, involving parishes
in moments of prayer, celebration, and joy.
Vincentian leaders organized meetings
to discuss how Saint Vincent's charism
inspires service to the marginalized. During
this stage of the pilgrimage, many moving
testimonies emerged.

Diocese of Sao Mateus (ES)

Period: August 4-10, 2025

The reception in the Diocese of S3o
Mateus was marked by an intense program
and by the veneration of a first-class relic
(@ fragment of Saint Vincent's rib), as
well as replicas of the saint’s body. The
faithful shared testimonies of miracles,
including physical healings and family
reconciliations. “It was a unique experience
that strengthened my faith and renewed
my hope,” said one parishioner.

Diocese of Duque de Caxias (RJ)

Period: October 7-12, 2025

During this special visit, the relics traveled

through several communities and charitable
works, reinforcing Saint Vincent's legacy
of charity. Moments of prayer and deeply
meaningful Masses marked the program.
Accounts of blessings were numerous,
including the testimony of a mother who
saw her son overcome an addiction after
praying before the relics.

Diocese of Nova Iguacu (RJ)
Periodo: October 21-26, 2025

The Parish of Saint Vincent de Paul in
Belford Roxo served as the starting point
for this stage. The pilgrimage highlighted
commitment to the marginalized, inspiring
the community to intensify charitable
initiatives. “The image of Saint Vincent de
Paul's body looked so real that one could
feel his presence and intercession,” said a
young participant.

Christ the Redeemer Sanctuary (RJ)

Date: September 27, 2025

A symbolic moment of the pilgrimage took
place at Christ the Redeemer, where Mass
was celebrated by Fr. Vandeir Barbosa de
Oliveira, Provincial of the Congregation of
the Mission in Brazil. The event drew a large
number of participants seeking to reaffirm
their faith and commitment to Vincentian
charity.

Diocese of Divinépolis (MG)
Period: January 26 — February 1, 2026

Parishes in cities such as Claudio, Nova
Serrana, Pard de Minas, and Divindpolis
experienced moments of spiritual renewal.
Many people reported physical and spiritual
healings and considered the pilgrimage a
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milestone in their lives. “| felt a peace that
| had not experienced for years,” shared
one participant.

Testimonies and Accounts of Miracles

In addition to the milestones of faith, the
testimonies of graces received made
this pilgrimage even more meaningful.
Although specific accounts of physical
miracles have not always been officially
documented, moving stories of healings,
family  reconciliations, and  spiritual
conversions were widely shared.

A faithful woman from S3do Mateus (ES)
testified:”l prayed for my father's health,
whom the doctors had given up on, and he
recovered. Itis a miracle of God through the
intercession of Saint Vincent de Paul.” In
Nova Iguacu (RJ), a community organized a
food collection campaign inspired by Saint
Vincent's message, providing assistance to
hundreds of families in need.

The pilgrimage of the relics of Saint Vincent
de Paulthroughout Brazil between 2024 and
2026 was much more than a religious event.
It became an opportunity to experience
Vincentian spirituality in a profound way.
Wherever it passed, the saint’s message of
charity and love of neighbor transformed
lives, renewed faith, and inspired concrete
acts of solidarity throughout the country.
Saint Vincent de Paul continues to be, for
Brazilians, a powerful intercessor and a
model of Christian love put into practice.

The miracles and testimonies of graces
reported during the pilgrimage of the
relics of Saint Vincent de Paul became
a fundamental element of the spiritual
impact of this initiative in Brazil. Although
the Church does not always officially

recognize all accounts as extraordinary
miracles, the faithful shared many stories
that highlight the graces obtained through
the intercession of the “Apostle of Charity.”
Below are some details of the testimonies
reported in various dioceses.

Diocese of Santo André (SP)

Duringthe stay of therelics in the Diocese of
Santo André, one faithful woman described
a deeply transformative experience. After
years away from the Church, she felt that
her heart was “reborn” while venerating
the relics in the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Carmel. Another devotee testified to the
healing of her nephew, who had been
struggling with severe depression. After
fervent prayer before the relics, the young
man began to show visible signs of recovery
during that same month.

Diocese of Osasco (SP)

In Osasco, an emotional mother recounted
the surprising recovery of her son, who
had been discharged from the Intensive
Care Unit after suffering serious health
complications. She explained that she
had taken to the hospital a small piece of
cloth blessed during the veneration of the
relics and, in tears, asked for Saint Vincent's
intercession. A few days later, doctors
announced that the child was no longer in
danger. Many faithful also reported family
reconciliations after years of estrangement
among relatives, attributing these graces
to the saint’s intercession.

Diocese of Sao Mateus (ES)
In Sdo Mateus, many testimonies concerned

physical and emotional healings. One
notable case involved a sixty-two-year-old
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man suffering from a degenerative illness
who had lost the ability to walk. After
spending a night in intense prayer with
his family during the visit of the relics, he
reported feeling an inexplicable warmth in
his legs. A few days later, he was able to
take his first steps without assistance after
years of immobility. This testimony deeply
moved the community and renewed the
faith of many.

Another case involved a young woman who
suffered from severe anxiety attacks. After
a moment of prayer before the relics, she
described experiencing a sense of peace
unlike anything she had ever felt before.
Over the following weeks she noticed
significant improvement, returned to her
studies, and began rebuilding her daily life.

Christ the Redeemer Sanctuary (RJ)

During the symbolic celebration at Christ
the Redeemer, a mother from Nova Iguagu
shared the story of her son, who had
struggled with drug addiction for years.
After praying for Saint Vincent de Paul’s
intercession during the celebration, her
son—who had repeatedly refused help—

i

]

||||||

finally agreed to enter a rehabilitation
program. The following week, he personally
asked her to accompany him to his first
appointment. For this mother, it was a
direct answer to her prayers.

Diocese of Duque de Caxias (RJ)

In Duque de Caxias, one faithful man
testified that he found employment after
months of unemployment and financial
hardship. During a celebration, he wrote a
prayer intention and placed it beside the
relics of Saint Vincent. That same week, he
received a phone call offering him a job. In
addition, an elderly woman testified to the
healing of a vision problem in her left eye
that physicians had considered irreversible.

Diocese of Divinépolis (MG)

Severalmovingtestimoniesemergedduring
the veneration of the relics in the Diocese
of Divindpolis. One widely discussed case
involved a woman who had been praying
for reconciliation within her marriage. After
invoking Saint Vincent's intercession and
receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation
together with her husband, she reported
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that both experienced a profound spiritual
renewal that enabled them to overcome
long-standing marital difficulties.

Furthermore, in the city of Claudio, a
devotee suffering from severe tendinitis
that restricted her movement prayed a
novena during the pilgrimage. She later
testified that after her final prayer before
the relics, the pain completely disappeared,
a recovery that was confirmed by her
physician several days later.

Diocese of Barra do Pirai- Volta Redonda
(RJ)

Between October and November 2025,
during one of the celebrations held in the
municipality of Volta Redonda, aparishioner
praying for the health of her hospitalized
grandson reported what she considered
a miracle. The child had been diagnosed
with a severe respiratory condition and
required mechanical ventilation. According
to her testimony, after entrusting her
intentions to Saint Vincent de Paul, the boy
recovered unexpectedly, surprising the
medical team. She firmly believed that this
occurred through the saint’s intercession.

Miracles of Transformation and Charity

In addition to the accounts of physical
miracles and healings, it is important to
highlight the spiritual miracles and social
transformationsthatmarkedthepilgrimage.
Inspired by the example of Saint Vincent
de Paul, several dioceses organized food,
clothing, and hygiene item drives for
communities in need. Groups of faithful
reported that these initiatives, guided by
the Vincentian charism, strengthened the

spirit of solidarity during times of economic
hardship.

For example, in the Diocese of Nova
Iguacu, a single campaign collected more
than 20 tons of food, which were distributed
among the most vulnerable populations.
Many volunteers testified that they felt
renewed in their mission of serving those
most in need.

Although the Catholic Church has rigorous
procedures for the official recognition of
miracles, many of the accounts of graces
received during this pilgrimage concern
spiritual healings, personal transformations,
or testimonies of faith that generally do not
undergo formal investigation processes.
Nevertheless, these stories are regarded as
signs of the profound intercession of Saint
Vincent de Paul and of how his example
continues to inspire Christians throughout
Brazil.

These testimonies strengthen the legacy
of Saint Vincent and demonstrate that his
mission remains alive centuries after his
death. He not only blesses those who seek
his intercession but also inspires concrete
acts of charity that truly transform lives.

References:

Diocese of Santo André
Diocese of Osasco

Diocese of Amparo

Diocese of Sdo Mateus

Christ the Redeemer Sanctuary
Diocese of Divinépolis

Sete Lagoas — MG, February 19, 2026
A Priest of the Mission
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Digital Mission

On May 7, 2026, an international online
meeting organized by the Communications
Office of the Congregation of the Mission
took place, bringing together 150
participants. The theme of the "digital
mission” was presented by Monsignor
Lucio Ruiz, Secretary of the Dicastery for
Communication.

Monsignor Ruiz helped us reflect not
simply on tools or strategies, but rather
to ask ourselves together how the Gospel
can inhabit today the digital spaces where
millions of people live, search, suffer, and
hope.

The digital world is no longer merely a
means of communication; it is a human
environment, a true “mission territory.”
Here consciences are formed, relationships
are built, and worldviews are shaped and
shared. For this reason, our presence

cannot be marginal or improvised; it
requires awareness, formation, and above
all, a renewed evangelical passion.

Fr.Tomaog Mawvrig, M

Gl SLiperice
Corgmnnnn Aoe iha AMission

Fr. Salvators Fari, M
Chr e

The conference arose from the need to
listen, to discern together new paths for
a communication that is authentically
evangelical,  capable  of  fostering
closeness, listening, and truth. A style
of communication that does not simply
pursue visibility, but knows how to generate
genuine encounters.

Our Superior General, Fr. Tomaz Mavric,
in his letter for the Solemnity of Saint
Vincent de Paul 2025, wrote “As members
of the Vincentian Family, we are called to
recognize in this digital reality a new frontier
of evangelization and service. Saint Vincent
used every means that Providence placed
at his disposal: letters, conferences, written
reports, and networks of collaboration.
Today, with the same boldness, we are
sent to inhabit contemporary languages
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in order to communicate the beauty of the
charism entrusted to us.”

In the school of our charism, we are called
to bring into the digital world that inventive
charity which knows how to find new ways
of reaching the poor, the excluded, and
those who are far away — often today not
only geographically, but also existentially,
hidden behind a screen.
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P, Tamal Wi, W

We concluded the meeting with a clear
awareness: it is not enough to be present
online; we are called to be meaningful,
authentic,andevangelical. The digital world
needs witnesses, not only communicators.

The mission continues... connected, yes,
but above all deeply united in the Spirit.
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Formation

in vincentian
spirituality

for confreres
engaged in
the ministry of
formation

At the Missionaries’ House in Vichy
(France), the Training Course for Formators
in  Vincentian Spirituality was held,

organized by the International Secretariat
of Vincentian Studies (SIEV). Beginning on
April 14, the ten participating confreres
arrived from eight countries: Indonesia, the
Philippines, India, Rwanda, Eritrea, Brazil,
Chile, and Colombia.
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Throughout the course, we were
accompanied by several members of the
SIEV, as well as members of the General
Council and the Superior General, who
participated both in person and online at
various moments. We also benefited from
the continuous presence of Fr. Corpus
Delgado.

The program was conducted in a steady
and intensive manner from Monday to
Saturday, with four daily sessions. The
topics covered fundamental aspects of
the Vincentian charism and formation,
especially the spirituality of Saint Vincent
de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac, the
Ratio Formationis, interculturality and
internationality within the Congregation,
formative  accompaniment, and the
contributions of psychology to initial and
ongoing formation.

Sundays were dedicated to community
life, pilgrimages, and rest. We visited the
museum at the Missionaries’ House in
Vichy and several significant sites in the
city. We made pilgrimages to Chatillon-
sur-Chalaronne, Ars-sur-Formans, Paray-
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le-Monial, and Taizé. We also visited the
confreres of the Local Community of
Valfleury and celebrated in the chapel of
the oldest work continuously maintained
by the Congregation. These experiences
enriched our formation and brought
us closer to the sources of Vincentian
spirituality.

The course took place from April 16 to May
14. As a concluding experience, from May
15to 19 we participated in a retreat focused
on the Word of God and the five virtues of
the missionary. In this way, we concluded
the gathering by deepening the spiritual
dimension of our vocational and ministerial
life, listening to our Holy Founder and
sitting at the feet of the Master.

Community life also occupied a central
place: common mental prayer, the Liturgy of
the Hours, the Eucharist, and shared meals
allowed us to live our distinctive style of
life with simplicity and fraternity. Living and
sharing with confreres from different parts
of the world strengthened our identity and
sense of belonging to the Congregation.

This period was for us a special grace and
an opportunity for interior renewal. We
were able to deepen essential aspects of
our identity and mission and clarify various
concerns related to life and formation
within the Congregation.

We deeply appreciate the contribution
of the SIEV confreres and the General
Councilors, who generously shared their
knowledge and experience in service of
our formation. The topics were presented
with clarity, depth, and breadth, while also
providing digital resources for continued
study and reflection.

We feel profoundly grateful for the gift
of our Vincentian vocation and for the
journey shared with so many confreres.
We recognize ourselves as called by
Jesus Christ, Evangelizer of the Poor, and
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by our Holy Founder to live our vocation
and ministry more faithfully, according to
our Constitutions, Common Rules, and
Statutes.

We are aware that vocational life requires
continual renewal, and during this time
we experienced this call of the Lord with
greater intensity.

We believe it is worthwhile to continue
promoting  these  gatherings  and
formation programs. They truly foster
the implementation of the imperative
found in our Constitutions: “Given this
purpose, the Congregation of the Mission,
always attentive to the Gospel, the signs
of the times, and the most urgent needs
of the Church, will strive to open new
paths and employ means adapted to the
circumstances of time and place; it will
also endeavor to evaluate and organize its
works and ministries, thus remaining in a
state of continual renewal” (C.2).

Fr. Armando Jhonathan Calle Munoz, CM

Province of Colombia
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Nomine

12/05/2026
% MARIN ARBOLEDA Homero (Orc.lenaaén Obispo de Tierradentro,
Episcopal: Colombia
15/08/2026)
, 20/05/2026
GARCIA MATTA Jesus Gilberto (Reconfirmado: | Visitador Peru
25/07/2026)
06/05/2026
FITZGERALD Joseph G. (inicio: Visitador EE. UU.-Este
01/06/2026)
18/05/2026 . .
ZERACRISTOS Yosief Wedemichael (inicio: }J/;SCI’(E)abCiI;DI’ San Justino de
31/07/2026)
RACZEK Szymon Piotr Sac POL 23/05/2026
PONDROM Perceval Tancréde Sac FRA 24/05/2026
BALBERAN Bernard Evidente Sac PHI 13/06/2026
DELGADO Earl Vigel Sac PHI 13/06/2026
LAGAMAYO RC Sac PHI 13/06/2026
SAPITULA Manuel Victor Jamias Sac PHI 13/06/2026
Nomen Cond. Dies ob. Prov. |Aet. Voc.
ALOMAR LLABRES Bartolomé Sac 02/05/2026 | SVP 93 75
HAILE Tesfamariam Sac 16/05/2026 | SJJ 59 35
GARCIA SANCHEZ José Luis Sac 21/05/2026 |AEQ |59 |34
HERNANDEZ ASCUC Margarito | Sac 30/05/2026 | AMC | 61 38
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